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 After a two-year hiatus, the parade is 
returning to New Boston’s Fourth of July 
celebrations. Festivities will continue as 
they did last year at the 4H fairgrounds 
beginning at 4pm, and culminate with a 
fireworks show at 9:30pm. 
 “The parade is the heart and soul of 
our Fourth of July celebration,” says 

Fourth of July Association President Laura 
Bernard. “Last year, we had fun stuff at the 
fairgrounds, and that was wonderful, but 
people really want the parade. That's what 
they get excited about. After two years 
without one, it's exciting to have it back.”
 As in years past, the public is welcome 
to join the parade with floats, antique cars, 
animals, as a group or club, and more. 
This year’s parade theme is commercials. 
To enter, visit newboston4thofjuly.org, or 
contact Bernard at the New Boston Town 
Hall. 

 The association is thrilled to announce 
this year’s parade Grand Marshal is retired 
New Boston Fire Chief Dan MacDonald.
 “He is somebody who has historically 
supported the parade and the association,” 
says Bernard. “He could never do it before 
because he was always working on the 
parade route.”
 Betty Poltrack will finally get the chance 
to ride in the parade as New Boston’s oldest 
citizen, waving the Boston Post Cane. 
Last year, Betty was honored at the 4H 

LOCAL CHEESE
Peter Kress is using his 
expertise and education 

to make cheese at 
Swallow Ridge Farm. 
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DIFFERENCE MAKER
Nine year old Connor 

West sold Pokemon cards 
to raise money for the 

Lavigne family.
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By Jen O'Brien
Beacon staff writer

 May 28 was a nice day; a perfect day 
to head to the local state park, something 
the Lavigne family does often. Jeremy 
and Rebekah packed up their children, 
Hunter (13) and Sydney (8), as well as 
their two dogs and headed to Clough 
State Park. 
 “We were near Mr. Gee’s, on our way 
to Clough, when we got the phone call,” 
said Jeremy Lavigne. 
 A neighbor told the family their house 
was burning down and that 911 had 
been called. New Boston Fire Chief Dan 
MacDonald was sitting in his car at the 
town hall going through his mail, having 
just returned from a call. He was only 
seconds away from 7 River Road and the 
first to arrive at the scene.
 “The structure was fully involved 
when I arrived,” said MacDonald. “I did 
the 360 assessment prior to the arrival of 
Engine 1 and the tanker.”
 Within minutes, Engine 1 arrived 
with Dick Moody and Brian Dubreuil 
followed by the tanker, driven by Rick 
Belanger. Calls for mutual aid went out. 
Plus, a call to Eversource as live wires 
were down. Eversource arrived quickly to 
kill the lines. Mutual aid responses came 
from Milford, Weare, Goffstown, Mont 
Vernon, Francestown, and Bradford. 
New Boston resident and Bedford Fire 
Chief Scott Hunter arrived quickly.

 “The firefighters worked on the 
structure fire as well as saving the office 
of David Craig next door, where the heat 
was starting to affect the siding,” said 
MacDonald.
 While the Lavigne home was 

c. 1743

By Mary C. Constance
Beacon staff writer

FOODPHILANTHROPY

 Sarah Chapman will be sorely missed 
by family, friends, and the New Boston 
community. Her smile, that twinkle in her eye, 
and her dedication to family and community, 
especially the Whipple Free Library will not 
be forgotten.
 Sarah and Don Chapman moved to New 
Boston in 1973. Don, who was working for 
the American Red Cross had been relocated 
to Manchester and New Boston seemed like a 
reasonable commute. The Chapmans bought 
a house right in the center of town and, before 
they knew it, they were meeting neighbors 
and becoming part of the community. They 
both loved the town immediately and began 
volunteering wherever they could.
 Sarah got involved at Little People’s 
Depot and Don joined the New Boston 
Fire Department. Sarah soon became New 
Boston’s Supervisor of the Checklist, a 
position she held for 39 years. Living in the 
center of town, they were always part of the 
Fourth of July celebration—a celebration like 
they had never witnessed before. The family 
spent many evenings with neighbors putting 
the final touches on floats for the Fourth of 
July parade. 
 As fate would have it one day in 1976, 
Sarah was visiting the old town library 
(located in the village’s Wason Building) 
with her three sons, and the librarian Bea 
Kanzer asked Sarah if she’s be interested 
in working a few hours a week to help out. 
Sarah agreed and the rest is history. 
 When Bea retired due to a back injury, 

Sarah took over as librarian and never looked 
back. It’s important to note that standing 
right beside Sarah, always willing to lend a 
hand with any task, has been her husband 
Don. From carting books, to maintenance, to 
filling in and checking out books, Don has 
been a part of the library. They have always 
been a team.
 From its humble beginning, Sarah has been 
the lifeblood of the Whipple Free Library. For 
more than 40 years, Sarah has helped it grow 
into the community staple it is today. The 
library has become a place to gather for New 
Boston residents of all ages. It’s a community 
center for friends such as the knitting and 
quilting groups, a place for organizations and 
public meetings, as well as a place to read and 

Sarah Pooley Chapman 
May 25, 1941 – May 30, 2022

Community rises up
after River Road fire

By Marie MacDonald
Beacon staff writer

See CHAPMAN, Page 11
See FIRE, Page 2

Fourth of July parade returns to New Boston

See JULY 4, Page 13

JULY 4 FESTIVITIES

10am  Parade
4pm  Fairgrounds Gates Open
5pm  Opening Ceremonies & Firing  
 of the Molly Stark Cannon
9:30pm  Fireworks

Admission to the fairgrounds is  
$10 per person ages 12 and up,  

$5 per person ages 2-11.  
Children 2 and under are free.

Sarah Chapman called New Boston home 
for nearly 50 years, and was with the 
Whipple Free Library for 46 years.

Photo courtesy of Cassie Mullen
The Lavigne family lost their home and 
everything inside it on May 28. They hope 
to rebuild.
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destroyed, the firefighters’ efforts did save the neighboring 
office. Also saved was the Lavigne’s family rabbit, named 
Black Knight Rose, by Captain Eric Dubowik.
 “While walking around the structure looking at the 
current progress of the fire suppression, I noted some animal 
cages in the back,” said Dubowik. “I immediately searched 
the cages. I got to the white cage that was located against the 
house, this cage was burned and smoking. I searched inside 
and found a bunch of burned debris. I moved some material 
and thought I saw a piece of debris move. As I reached for 
it, I found it was a bunny that was alive. I quickly removed 
it and brought it to 10 River Road. Those folks provided 
a box to transport it. I brought the bunny to command. 
Dan Chamberlain was tasked with taking the rabbit to an 
emergency vet hospital.” 
 Also salvaged from the ruins was a small coin collection 
belonging to Hunter Lavigne. It was in a fireproof box and 
was found by Firefighter Dubreuil. Everything else was lost 
and the Lavignes are currently living with Jeremy’s parents, 
John and Cindy.
 “I have lived here all my life,” said Jeremy. “I love New 
Boston. My wife loves New Boston. We want to stay in New 
Boston.”
 The Lavignes purchased their home about 10 years ago 
and spent 18 months doing renovations before moving 
in. Prior to that, they lived with Jeremy’s grandparents at 
Klondike Corner. Mrs. Lavigne, Jeremy’s step-grandmother 
passed away last October, and the house is in probate. So 
the young family is not able to move in, even temporarily.
 “Right now I am dealing with insurance, Dan [MacDonald] 
and Eric [Dubowik] have been wonderful in assisting me 
through the process,” said Jeremy. “I am working with the 
state to see about rebuilding, but it is all up in the air. It is 
in their hands.” 
 Jeremy is overwhelmed by the generosity of the residents 
of New Boston. He has had a difficult time finding the words 
to show his family’s gratitude for the town’s generosity.  
 “Everyone pulled together, its overwhelming and mind 

boggling.  The 
school has been 
wonderful donating 
school supplies,” he 
said. “At Hunter’s 
graduation, the 
teachers gave my 
kids baskets with 
books and sports 
equipment. There 
are gift cards and 
household items 
and clothing 
collected by the 
Community Church 
of New Boston. We 
can’t thank people 
enough.” 
 “Kary Jencks 
called me an hour 
after the news. She 
is a great example 
of our community 
at its best,” said 
Woody Wood-
land, minister at 
the Community 
Church of New 
Boston. “Everyone 
has come together 

to help this family. The Lavignes are great people, and the 
children are sweet kids.” 
 Jencks said, “Every time I call Woody, he answers the 
phone. He is a pillar, and the church is a place of trust. When 
I hear about something, that is where I go. The real work 
happens by other people stepping up.”
 Jeremy, Rebekah, Hunter, and Sydney are grateful to the 
good and generous friends, neighbors, and even strangers 
that make up New Boston, and to the New Boston Fire 
Department.
 “When tragedy happens,” said MacDonald. “New Boston 
pulls together.” 

FIRE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Grange honors Tom Miller 

 Congratulations to New Boston resident 
Tom Miller, the 2022 recipient of the 
Community Citizen Award presented by 
the Joe English Grange #53. It is with great 
honor that Miller’s service and dedication 
to the town of New Boston was gratefully 
acknowledged.
 Miller, along with his fellow members 
of the New Boston Forestry Committee,  
were invited to speak at a meeting of  
grange members and guests. They detailed 
their ongoing efforts in our local forests 
as well as their work with students from 
the New Boston Central School and the 
Christmas tree program. At the conclusion 
of the event, Miller was escorted to the 
altar where grange lecturer Amy Mansfield 
presented him the 2022 Community  
Citizen Award.
 “Tom has shared his enthusiasm for 
planting and nurturing these trees by 
incorporating the New Boston Central 
School children, guiding them and 

giving them hands-on experience in the 
life cycle of forestry,” said Mansfield in 
her presentation. “He has rooted in these 
children way more than placing saplings in 
the soil. He has cultivated in these kids that 
action is needed, knowledge is to be shared, 
effort lasts a long time and pride should be 
taken in one’s community.”
 Mansfield also gave a brief summary 
of the overall service Miller has given 
to our community including his expertise 
on the road committee and sharing his 
engineering knowledge to assist with the 
details of maintaining the infrastructure. 
Plus, she noted his leadership of the forestry 
committee, which includes checking lot 
lines for accuracy, marking trees for 
selective cutting, making sample plots, and 
documenting these details. Miller has also 
been a part of establishing a management 
plan that will protect our town forests for 
future generations. 
 Each year the Joe English Grange 
#53 selects an outstanding citizen of our 
community to be named the Community 
Citizen of the Year. The award is given in 
recognition of outstanding service to our 
community and humankind.
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By Marie MacDonald
Beacon staff writer

Amy Mansfield 
recently presented 
the Joe English 
Grange #53 Citizen 
of the Year award to 
Tom Miller. Miller 
serves on the New 
Boston Forestry 
Committee and self-
funds its Christmas 
tree program for 
New Boston Central 
School students.

Photo by Marie MacDonald

Screenshot courtesy of  
Kevin Low video

The Lavigne’s family rabbit, named 
Black Knight Rose, was saved by 
NBFD Captain Eric Dubowik.

Connor West, difference maker
 Connor West was excited to participate in the 
Town Wide Yard Sale on June 4 this year. He planned 
on giving half of everything he made from selling 
his Pokemon cards and sweet treats that his mom, 
Rebecca, made to St. Jude’s Hospital. 
 When he heard that his classmate Sydney Lavigne 
and her family lost everything in a catastrophic fire on 
May 28, Connor asked his Mom if he could change 
his mind. 
 “I wanted to give everything I made to Sydney and 
her family,” said Connor. 
 And so he did, Connor recently presented his 
friend Sydney with an envelope with all his earnings. 
Rebecca reports that both children were very excited. 
Connor and Sydney were in Miss Welch’s second 
grade class at New Boston Central School.

Connor West presents a cash donation to his classmate 
Sydney Lavigne. Connor raised the money at the Town 
Wide Yard Sale selling Pokémon cards and treats.
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 Like all small 
towns in America, 
New Boston has 
been built by 
people. People 
whose travels 
brought them 
here from other 
places seeking 
a better life as 
well as those who 
were born here. A 
visit to the New 

Boston Historical Society can introduce 
today’s residents to many of the key players 
since New Boston was incorporated in 1763 
including J.R. Whipple, Abram Wason, 
Solomon Atwood, and Clarence Dodge 
amongst others.
 Since The Beacon began publishing 
in 2018, New Boston has been slowly 
losing another generation of folks who 
helped build the town. People who worked 
tirelessly and endlessly for decades to shape 
the 03070 into the community that it is 
today. People who often put the town’s best 
interests before their own, and in doing so, 
became great ambassadors of New Boston. 
 Here are 10 residents that New Boston 
said goodbye to during the past four-plus 
years that made a significant impact and/
or left an indelible mark. By no means is 
this list complete, or meant to suggest any 
one person’s contribution was greater than 
another’s was. It is intended to shed light 
on a group of people many townsfolks 
were fortunate to know, work alongside, 
call friend or neighbor. As each of these 
residents passed, New Boston lost a little 
bit of itself: Irene Baudreau (2018), Dwight 
Lovejoy and Beatrice Peirce (2019), Jim 
Dane, Howard Towne, and Randy Parker 
(2020), Bo Strong and Bob Todd (2021), 
Brandy Mitroff and Sarah Chapman (2022).
 It is the recent loss of Chapman, 
combined with New Boston Fire 
Chief Dan MacDonald’s retirement, 
that got me thinking about the role an 
individual, and a generation, can have on 
a community. Chapman worked at the 
Whipple Free Library for 46 years and 
MacDonald served 42 years with the New  
Boston Fire Department. Will we see that 
type of community service and dedication 

out of current and future generations?  
Time will tell. 
 Celebrating Chief MacDonald. On 
Friday, July 1, from noon to 4pm, a happy 
retirement open house will be held at the 
fire station to honor former New Boston 
Fire Chief Dan MacDonald. MacDonald 
served the New Boston Fire Department 
(NBFD) for 42 years including the last 
23 as chief. His final radio call as “76–
C1 to dispatch” will take place around 
3:30pm. Residents are encouraged to stop 
by the station and celebrate MacDonald’s 
dedication and commitment to the both 
the NBFD and the town of New Boston. 
Hamburgers and hot dogs will be served.
 New Hampshire Press Association 
Awards. The New Boston Beacon earned 13 
citations last month, including seven first-
place awards, at the New Hampshire Press 
Association’s Excellence in Journalism 
Contest held at Saint Anselm College. 
New Boston Hunter Scott Gaillard was 
named Sports Columnist of the Year and 
Marie MacDonald earned first place for her 
photo essay celebrating Betty Poltrack’s 
100th birthday. Art Director Elyse Thornton 
captured Best Front Page, while community 
members Carly Hippert and Sheri Moloney 
both won for photos they submitted. 
Resident Christopher Hall’s mountain 
biking series also earned a first place for 
sports news (non-breaking).
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CANNON FODDER
By Keith Gentili

Recognizing those we lost

 The last reg-
ular House Sess-
ion was held 
at the end of  
May marking 
the end of 
the biannual 
legislative period. 
Some continuing 
c o m m i s s i o n 
work and study 
will take place 
between now and 

December when a new Legislature will 
assemble after the results of this coming 
November’s elections are known. So how 
did it go? 
 I’m happy to report it went very  
well. Despite the chaos coming from  
the national level, of high gas prices,  
open borders, rampant inflation,  
rising crime rates, and 
shortages of basics such as  
baby formula, New Hampshire residents 
can find something to cheer about.  
The state has a robust rainy day fund 
and should end the year with a healthy 

surplus. All this despite passing a fiscally 
responsible and balanced State budget of 
$13.5 billion. In addition, we lowered the 
Meals and Rooms tax to 8.5%, and began 
the phase out of the Interest and Dividends 
tax over five years.
 Most importantly, we passed a $100 
million decrease to the State-Wide 
Education Property Tax directly reducing 
property tax for every tax payer and we 
did it with no effect on the dollars going 
to our schools. Plus, we helped every 
municipality by insuring that they receive 
30% of Rooms and Meals taxes, fully 
funding highway block grants at $69.7 
million in addition to $13.6 million for 
bridge projects.
 Another $60 million went to 
municipalities for bridge and road 
maintenance.
 Space does not allow for a full list  
of all we did, but we took numerous 
actions to keep New Hampshire  
business friendly, we increased 
election integrity, protected the unborn,  
streamlined government transparency  
and so much more. Your elected 
representatives to the New Hampshire 
house and Senate are proud of our 
accomplishments and as of this writing, 
we have all filed for reelection.

By Gerry Griffin
State Representatove District 5

THE CAPITOL REPORT

New Boston lost Bo Strong in 2021. He 
volunteered 43 years to the town, serving 20 
years as a selectman, 22 years as a member 
of the New Boston Planning Board, and 41 
years as a member of the fire department.
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Concerns for fire/EMS

 Saying fare-
well to retiring 
New Boston 
Fire Chief Dan 
M a c D o n a l d 
has presented 
the town with 
a new set of 
critical issues. If 
we do not take 
the appropriate 
action, New 
Boston will be 

paralyzed. This is not a statement to put 
fear into residents, but a fact of life.
 The New Boston Fire Department 
(NBFD) is already experiencing a decline 
in available volunteer call personnel.  
Calls for service are up 20% while there  
is a 17% reduction in responders overall 
with a 40% reduction between the hours of 
10pm and 6am. Also, recruitment is at an 
all-time low. This combination of declining 
recruits, decline in responders, lack of 
mutual aid support, and the difficulty in 
finding a new fire chief will lead to an 
inability by the NBFD to respond to calls 
for service.
 Once New Boston starts regularly 
calling in mutual aid, the surrounding 
towns will demand that New Boston fix 
its own problems and stop calling on other 
communities to supplement New Boston`s 
failure to take corrective action.
 In concert with the departure of 
Chief MacDonald, we requested a Risk 
Assessment of our fire station by our 
insurance carrier Primex. On May 27, 
representatives from Primex carried out an 
analysis from an insurance risk perspective. 

Their general observations were that there 
is insufficient floor space to accommodate 
everything the department has acquired 
over the years. 
 Topping the Primex list of specific 
concerns was member safety and that there 
were no bathrooms with shower facilities 
for male and female members. Showers 
are needed to reduce the risk of illness 
associated with blood-borne pathogens, 
carcinogens, etc. that members encounter 
in the course of their duties. There is an 
obvious need for a new firehouse.
 In 2016, Chief MacDonald addressed 
all the above points and here we are six 
years later facing the same issues. We must 
implement a satisfactory solution that will 
provide a stable environment for member 
recruitment as well as retention, and will 
offer peace of mind to our community. 
Dialing 911 and getting no response would 
be catastrophic.
 Update on Dougherty Lane. Thanks 
to Josif Bicja of the Engineering Firm 
of Hoyle, Tanner Associates (HTA) who 
presented to the New Boston Select Board 
on June 1, we now know what`s wrong 
with the Dougherty Lane bridge and 
how it can be repaired. HTA has been 
authorized to prepare a “scope and fee” 
and an agreement to begin working on 
this project. A public meeting will be held 
later in the year to give an update on the 
progress of design efforts and provide a 
tentative schedule when the project would 
be completed.

By Paul Branscombe
Town Administrator
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OUR TOWN: TODAYOUR TOWN: YESTERDAY
NOTES FROM THE VILLAGE

 In the early 1900s, New Boston houses were on the 
move. For example, one third of Rhoda Shaw Clark’s house 
was towed down Bradford Lane to Joe English Road. The 
building that’s now Nan’s House at the Community Church 
was dragged across Mill Street to make way for a new brick 
library, now our museum. Heidi Palmer’s house on Hooper 
Hill came to New Boston from Salisbury, 35 miles away. 
But the biggest, longest move of all was the New Boston 
house that went to Cape Cod.
 Before it left New Boston in 1936, the Stinson house 
was operated as a summer boarding house big enough for 
35 guests. It was called “Summit Farm House” then, as it 
was near the summit of Clark Hill Road. If you drive up 
that road today past where the pavement ends, you’ll see 
an abandoned red house to your right, missing most of its 
windows. That “ell” was attached to the main house and is 
all that remains of Summit Farm. 
 The house that went to Cape Cod was a two-story, center-
hall Colonial; in fact, it still is, as you’ll see in next month’s 
Beacon. We believe it was built in 1773 by William Stinson 
as a wedding present for his oldest son, David Caldwell 
Stinson, and David’s new wife, Mary Stark. William was 
one of the original settlers of Dunbarton and was reputedly 
the wealthiest man in the county. He was a thrifty man; when 
he brought rum to his field workers, he used a bottle with an 
extra-narrow neck so that no man drank too extravagantly.
 When I saw the name “Mary Stark,” I wondered if she 
was related to General John Stark of “Live Free or Die” 
fame. In fact, she was his niece. She and David had at least 
eight children together. David Caldwell Stinson was a New 
Boston Selectman for one year; he and Mary are buried in 

our cemetery. The Stinson heirs sold the house and 400 acres 
to Jacob Dodge in 1809.
 In researching the many deeds, which link the Stinson 
house to Summit Farm, I found one extraordinary record 
from 1818 in which the Jacob Dodge estate petitioned to 
divide his property among all his numerous heirs. The cider 
house went with one parcel and the hog pen with another 
and the house itself was divided too! “All that part of the 
Dwelling House south of the Chimney from the top to the 
bottom with south fireplaces in the Chimney, all the cellar 
under the same… privilege to the Oven in the kitchen in 
Common,” and so forth. Dodge’s son-in-law Daniel Andrews 
promptly bought everyone else’s shares so that he and his 
wife Hannah could enjoy the house in peace and quiet.
 Samuel Lewis Marden purchased the property in 1881 
and operated Summit Farm for almost three decades. He 
printed an eight-page advertising brochure that includes 
photos of the house in the 1890s, similar to the photo on this 

page. There was a 125-foot-long “piazza” or porch wrapped 
around three sides of the house. Milk, eggs, poultry, and 
fruit were supplied from the farm. To entertain the guests 
there were tennis and croquet grounds and an upright piano. 
New Boston historian Rena Davis wrote: “Marden charged 
$1.00 a day. Most of his guests were musical people from 
Boston and New York.”
 Marden’s heirs sold Summit Farm to the Kirsch brothers 
Fred and Robert and their wives in 1919. Rena wrote: “It 
was not unusual for the Kirsches to have 60 to 100 Sunday 
dinner guests and charge only $.75. All the cooking was 
done by the brothers’ wives, Gertrude and Ella.” 
 It was Fred’s grandson Walter Kirsch who provided us 
with the clue that enabled us to locate the Stinson house 
in Massachusetts, with the help of three other historical 
societies. We knew the house had gone to Cape Cod, but we 
did not know where, or why. Next month I will explain how 
we found the house, with a recent photo, too.

The six-room “ell” is all that remains today on Clark Hill 
Road.

Summit Farm House in New Boston c.1890, the “ell” is to 
the right.

The house that went to Cape Cod, Part 1
By Dan Rothman

New Boston Historical Society

 Fire Station/Safety Complex Committee. 
The committee evaluated feedback from a 
Facebook survey and is working on a new 
plan for the coming year. The committee is 
seeking new members to bring fresh ideas 
to the design. Interested candidates should 
contact Brandon Merron at bmerron@
brazecom.com or call Frank Welton at 603-
487-3007. 
 New Boston Historical Society 
Presentation. Cog Railway: The Jitney 
Years. Thursday, July 14 at 7pm at the 
New Boston Community Church. Journalism 
professor Tim Lewis shares stories of the 
Mount Washington Cog Railway where his 
father Norman “Jitney” Lewis worked as an 
engineer from 1950-1967.
 Fourth of July Celebration. Parade 
kicks off at 10am.  Gates open at 4pm for 
the celebration and chicken BBQ at the 
fairgrounds with opening ceremonies at 5pm. 
 Employment Anniversaries. In July, the 
New Boston Town Hall recognizes Finance 
Director Jennifer Allocca for four years of 
dedication and service. 
 New Boston Fire Department (NBFD). 
Recently a large tree came down blocking 
the path on the town trail from the field 
next to the post office and the bridge used 
to access the library from town. Making 
quick work of carving up the tree were 
Noah Easter, Kyle Merron, Ken Ballou, and 
Andrew Wawrzyniak. 
 The NBFD was awarded a grant from 
the Anheuser-Busch Company for emergency 
drinking water for fire department personnel 
when engaged in firefighting activities. The 

NBFD would like to thank Anheuser-Busch, 
Bellavance Beverage, and Chelsea Dennis for 
making this grant possible.
 Friends of the Whipple Free Library 
Meeting. July 12 at 6:45pm, all are welcome, 
Whipple Free Library.
 Select Board. There is only one select 
board meeting in July on Monday, July 18 
at 6pm.  
 Planning Department. Board members 
are needed for the ZBA and Planning Board. 
Please contact town hall if interested.

Honorary NBFD Fire Chief

 Colin Ormond is a three-year-old who 
lives in New Boston and has a rare form 
of cancer, only one other case is known 
to exist currently. Hearing of Colin’s 
situation, and the fact that he loves fire 
trucks and wears his own fire uniform, 
the New Boston Fire Department 
(NBFD) set off to make a difference in 
this little boy’s world. 
 He was visited by members of 

the department and presented with a 
certificate naming him an Honorary 
NBFD Fire Chief for his bravery and 
determination in his battle against his 
sickness. After presenting him with 
a custom made NBFD fire shirt and 
several other fire chief items, Colin and 
his family were given a ride on New 
Boston’s Engine 1. 

Thank you to Brown Graphix for the 
custom designed shirt, Laura Bernard 
for the custom certificate, and members 
of the NBFD as well as news reporter 
Marie MacDonald for taking pictures.

By Dan MacDonald
New Boston Fire Department

Photo by Marie MacDonald

Pictured back row (from left), EMTA Ryan Charrette, firefighter Kyle Merron, 
firefighter/EMT Connor Fitzpatrick, EMT Mitchell Young, firefighter Dan 
Chamberlain, Captain Rich Little, Chief Dan MacDonald. Front row, Colin’s family 
including dad Robert Ormond holding Colin, and his mom Rachael along with his 
sister Charlotte.

SELECT BOARD NOTES

 The New Boston Select Board met three 
times in June. Most meetings are available 
to view anytime over townhallstreams.com/
towns/newboston. 
 Staffing. The select board remembered 
Whipple Free Library Director Sarah 
Chapman after her passing in May. 
Danielle Morello is welcomed as Building 
Department Assistant. Applications 
are being accepted for a Fire Chief of 
Operations, Assistant Town Clerk, per diem 
Firefighter/EMT, and Fire Department 
Administrator. See job opportunities on the 
town website for details.
 RFP and RFQ. The board looks forward 
to receiving proposals in response to the 
request to repair the front steps at the town 
hall. Drainage issues at the town hall and 
recreation building are being considered 
with the town engineer.
 Grants and Donations. New Boston 
will receive $617,564 from the American 
Rescue Plan Act, the remaining payment is 
anticipated this summer. The board accepted 
the terms of an Emergency Management 
Performance Grant of $4,000 to update the 
community’s Local Emergency Operations 

Plan (LEOP). The total cost of this project 
will be $8,000. The town will be responsible 
for a 50% match ($4,000) from sources other 
than taxpayer funds. A $1,000 donation was 
accepted for the ice rink.
 Bridge Update. The future of the 
Dougherty Lane bridge was discussed at 
the June 1 board meeting and findings are 
posted on the town website. Replacement of 
the culvert at Bedford and Foxberry Roads 
is considered with the town engineer.
 Committees. Graham Pendlebury was 
reappointed to the forestry committee. 
There are several committee openings, 
including a solid waste advisory committee 
member, energy commission member, 
and alternates to the planning and zoning 
boards. Interested candidates can submit the 
appointment application found on the town 
website at newbostonnh.gov. 
 Town Policies. The town administrator 
and select board considered changes to 
several policies and procedures including 
step and Grade/COLA, the annual employee 
review process, merit pools, accounts 
payable, and the credit card policy. The 
town is considering implementation of an R 
U OK program for senior citizens.
 Election Results. The Fire Station/Safety 
Complex Committee continues to meet. A 
report of findings from a Primex review of 
the fire station is anticipated. 

By Maralyn Segien
Beacon staff writer

BUS DRIVERS NEEDED
 Student Transportation of America 
(STA), together with Goffstown School 
District SAU#19, is desperately seeking 
school bus drivers to join its team for the 
upcoming school year. With pay starting at 
$20 an hour and no experience necessary, 
STA also offers paid training to help 
prepare drivers for the road ahead. It’s an 
opportunity for anyone seeking flexible 
work hours and additional income, with a 
chance to give back to the Goffstown and 
New Boston communities. 
 Interested candidates can text 
DRIVE4STA to 770770 to receive a 
link to the online job application or can 
visit STACareers.com  to learn more and 
search jobs in their area. Additionally, 
interested candidates may call the bus 
terminal directly at 603-497-3111 with 
questions and/or to schedule a time to 
come in and fill out a paper application. 
STA is located at 62 East Union Street, 
Goffstown, NH 03045.
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FROM THE DESK OF 
PRINCIPAL UNDERWOOD

 As we have completed the 2021-22 
school year, I want to thank the New Boston 
Central School (NBCS) staff and families 
for their commitment to the students of New 
Boston. We are grateful for the school and 
town communities and all that we were able 
to accomplish together. 
 I want to wish everyone a restful and 
relaxing summer break. I hope everyone has 
the opportunity to spend time with family 
and friends.
 Return to Traditions: Field Trips. The 
last few weeks of the school year brought 
back many traditions the school is so 
accustomed to experiencing. A huge thank 
you to the staff for all the planning and 
longer days spent making each field trip a 
special memory for student learning outside 
of the classroom.
 Readiness and first grade attended a 
new field trip by going to Carriage Shack 
Farm. The second grade went to Odiorne 
Point State Park and experienced the tidal 
pools. This change in field trips for first 
and second grade better align with their 
curriculum. Third and fifth grades went on 
whale watches, each on a separate day. Fifth 
grade’s was a make-up for the one it missed 
in 2020 after earning their money to attend 
via the 2019 Michaelmas Fair. Fourth grade 

enjoyed a hike of the Flume Gorge and a 
ride up Cannon Mountain.
 Sixth Grade, Camp Cody in Freedom. 
The sixth grade returned to conservation 
camp for the first time since 2019. Students 
were able to stay for three overnights and 
four days. Special thanks to sixth-grade 
teachers Kim Newcomb, Ryan Theman, 
and Jill Wilmoth as well as paraeducators 
Shayna Bernard and Jillian Smith for 
staying at the camp with the students. 
Jeannie Wolhandler, C.O.T.A., attended to 
provide student support. Assistant Principal 
John Bridle, Superintendent Brian Balke, 
and I, each stayed one night, to support the 
staff with some dorm coverage.
 What a wonderful week everyone had 
at camp. The students participated in a 
variety of activities including an all-day 
hike, canoeing, orienteering, blacksmithing, 
and shark dissection. We ate meals outside 
under a tent. Everyone worked on respect 
and care for the environment and resources. 
The focus of the week was the Four Cs: 
commitment, cooperation, care, and 
communication. These four concepts were 
weaved into everything the students and 
staff accomplished during the week.
 Thank you to the PTA, NBCS School 
Board, and parents for supporting this week 
together. Days of fresh air, hard work, fun, 
and friendship is a wonderful experience.
 Community Meeting, Awards 
Assembly. We held our first in-person 
Community Meeting on June 7. A number of 
students were able to showcase their work. 
The NBCS band, led by Lori Kjellander, 
played some selections including the Star-
Spangled Banner. It was hard to believe 
they were all first-year band members. 
Congratulations to the students for an 
amazing performance.
 Mrs. Charles and Mrs. Ballou 
acknowledged one student from each 
homeroom with the Young Author’s Award. 
Mrs. Charles and Mrs. Ballou selected a 
book that would be meaningful for each 
recipient of the award. Thank you to them 
and students who submitted a writing piece.
 Best Bobcat Award. NBCS School Board 
Member Julie Kirklin presented Special 
Education Teacher Lynn Wawrzyniak with 
the Best Bobcat Award for the 2021-22 
school year. The nomination said it best, 
“Lynn has been a dedicated, compassionate 
teacher at NBCS for many years. She 
is committed to being an advocate for 
students, supporting her colleagues, and 
making school a fun place to be. She puts 
incredible time and effort into her lesson 
planning and teaching so that students 
maintain a love for learning. She values 
connections and fosters relationships with 
her students; they know she truly cares for 
and about them. NBCS is a special place 
to learn and grow, and New Boston is a 
beautiful community to be a part of because 
Mrs. Wawrzyniak is dedicated to making a 
positive impact.”
 Congratulations to Mrs. Wawrzyniak.

By Tori Underwood
NBCS principal

New Boston Central School students, town officials, and faculty relaxed on the lawn 
reading their favorite books during the annual end-of-the-year celebration of words. 
The 46,126,761 reflects the total number of words read by all students at NBCS.

Each year, New Boston Central School classrooms present a Young Author’s 
Award. This year’s recipients include the 25 following students pictured here (in no 
particular order): Ruby O’Brien, Abigail Campbell, Thorin Segedy, Tenley Kelliher, 
Ryan Romar, Molly Reardon, Graham Beaudry, Kateri Campbell, Mackenzie 
L’Heureux, Nolan Tewksbury, Isabella Keller, Katana Clancy, Derek Snyder, Macie 
Seugling, Emma Prive, Colin Lochman, Kaden L’Heureux, Elaina Kelliher, Julia 
Byam, Olivia Smith, Ava Yergeau, Ellie Gaillard, Wyatt Nelson, Kate Scott, and 
Marina DeMarco. Two honorees not pictured are Gavin Klingel and Garrison 
Santerre.

NBCS READ-A-THON NBCS YOUNG AUTHORS

SUBSCRIBE TO THE BEACON!
MOVING? 

HAVE OUT-OF-TOWN FAMILY?
$36 PER YEAR (12 ISSUES). 

NEWBOSTONBEACON@GMAIL.COM

SERVICES
Need a ride to Logan Airport, 

Manchester Airport, or 
elsewhere?  

Call Jay and Dot Marden 
at 487-2728.

CLASSIFIEDS  

Photo by Marie MacDonald Photo by Mindi Charles

New Boston scholarship winners
Steve Sears congratulates Maggie Jorczak, recipient of the Joe English Grange #53 scholarship.

Last month’s Scholarship Night at Goffstown High School’s Hieber Theater included 
awarding the following New Boston-based scholarships to graduating seniors.

Charlie and Rena Davis Memorial Scholarship (New Boston Historical Society),  
Sarah Gentili.
Clifford R. Nyquist Memorial Scholarship, Hannah Laidlaw and Caleb Hagner.
Ecosmith Recyclers Scholarship, Madeline Finke and Josh Luedke.
Joe English Grange #53 Scholarship, Maggie Jorczak.
New Boston Central School PTA Scholarship, Sarah Gentili.
New Boston Central School Support Staff Scholarship, Grace Murphy.
New Boston Dental Care Science Scholarship, Maggie Jorczak and Avery Carle.
New Boston Recreation Department Scholarship, Sarah Gentili.
Sarah Moody Scholarship (New Boston Fire Department and New Boston Fire 
Department Auxiliary), Jessica Smith.
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FAITH

Chestnut Hill Chapel
219 Chestnut Hill Rd,  
New Boston 472-2709
Sun. in person and virtual at 
10:30am

Community Church  
of New Boston
Central Square,  
New Boston 487-2160
Sun. in person and  
live stream at 10am

Congregational 
Church of Goffstown
10 Main St,  
Goffstown 497-2365
Sun. in person and virtual at 
9:30am

Hillside United  
Methodist Church
82 Center St, 
Goffstown 497-4163
Sun. virtual at 9am

Mont Vernon  
Congregational 
Church
4 S. Main St,  
Mont Vernon 673-3500
Sun. in person at 10:30am

New Boston  
Baptist Church
184 Mont Vernon Rd,  
New Boston 769-9999
Sun. in person at 10:30am

St. Lawrence Parish
1 E. Union Street,  
Goffstown
497-2651
Saturdays: Confessions 
3-3:45pm, Mass 4pm 
Sundays: Masses 8 & 
10:30am 
Weekdays: Masses Wed. at 
6pm, Thurs. & Fri. at 8:30am.
  

St. Matthew’s  
Episcopal Church
7 N. Mast St,  
Goffstown 497-2003
stmattsepiscopal.org
Sun. at 8am & 10am

Restore Church
2 Church St., Stark Hall
Goffstown
restorechurchnh.com
Sun. in person at 12pm.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

 Several years 
ago, Hillary 
Clinton wrote 
the book, It 
Takes a Village. 
Her political 
opponents jumped 
all over it by 
responding, “It 
doesn’t take a 
village. It takes 
two parents.” Take 
the politics out of 

it, and there is truth in each point of view. 
 Obviously two good parents, committed 
to each other and to their children, are a 
great model. But even that family model 
needs help. They need a village as well to 
do the best they can for their children. They 
need a way to make a living, a place to live 
they can afford, and a safe community with 
a good school. That means good teachers, 
caring and professional fire, police, and first 
responders in case of the problems that life 
sometimes throws at us. They need good 
neighbors and friends who care, help, and 
give support. 
 New Boston in the past month has shown 
what a village can do for those in need. The 
support given to the Lavigne family following 
the terrible fire that so suddenly and quickly 
took their home has been amazing. So many 
people have rallied around Jeremy, Rebekah, 
and their two children with gifts of coupons, 
cash, clothes, and offers of help. It really has 
been inspirational. 
 People who think about God and who God 
is sometimes ask the question, “Where was 
God during the Holocaust when six million 

people were brutally killed in the German 
concentration camps?” I think the answer 
is found in Jesus’ last parable in Matthew 
25. God is with people and especially with 
those who are hungry, thirsty, without the 
means to have clothing, sick, or in prison. 
In other words, with people in very difficult 
situations. 
 How is God there? Certainly, believers 
say God’s spirit is with them. But a very 
significant way God is also there is the 
presence of people who help and support 
them. We preachers say that we need God 
in our lives. We should also say that God 
needs us to do what we can do, which is a 
lot. Jesus’ last parable reminds us that when 
we help those in need we are helping him 
because he is there with them and with us. 
 Oscar Schindler was far from a perfect 
man but he was a genuine saint in saving 
Jewish lives during the Holocaust. If you 
have not seen Schindler’s List, it is a very 
enlightening and moving way to spend three 
and a half hours. 
 Or just ask the Lavigne family. It does 
take a village to raise a child or simply to 
live a fulfilling life. New Boston is such 
a place and God is with us when we rally 
around each other and especially those with 
special needs. 
 Thank you to all who have come together 
for the common good. When we do so, we 
are following Jesus’ call to love one another. 
Coretta Scott King said it very eloquently, 
“The greatness of a community is most 
accurately measured by the compassionate 
actions of its members.”
 Where was God during the Holocaust? 
He was with his chosen people who were 
dying in the showers and he was with the 
brave soldiers who came to liberate those 
camps. He continues to be with those who 
are suffering and wants us to be there with 
him for the good of all.

FROM THE PULPIT

Sometimes life catches you off guard.
When life's plan has caught you without one, you need professional help.  Post-death 
probate administration and legal guardianship proceedings are burdensome and 
difficult.  You do not have to go it alone.  Help is available to ease your load and 
get you through.

5 River Road  •  New Boston, NH  03070
t.  603. 487.3915  •  f.  603. 487.3916
info@craiglawoffice.com
www.craiglawoffice.com

Please call or email to request a consultation.

By Woody Woodland
Community Church of New Boston

Photo by Mary C. Constance

Corey H. Pace began 
working at the New 
Boston Post Office in 
March and this spring 
he was officially named 
postmaster. He looks 
forward to meeting 
and  serving the town’s 
residents. Pace hails 
from Pelham, where he 
resides with his wife and 
two children. He has 
worked for USPS from 
the age of 19 starting as 
a rural carrier.  

 New Boston Central School (NBCS) 
School Board member Julie Kirklin honored 
Lynn Wawrzyniak as the Best Bobcat 
during the final Community Meeting of 
the academic year. The award recognizes 
an exemplary NBCS staffer or New Boston 
community member who consistently 
shows outstanding dedication to making the 
school a “Special Place to Learn and Grow.”  
 Lynn has been teaching for 26 years 
and her nomination included the following, 
“Lynn is committed to being an advocate 
for students, supporting her colleagues, 
and making the school a fun place to be. 
She puts incredible time and effort into 
her lesson planning and teaching, so that 
students maintain a love for learning. Lynn 
values connections and fosters relationships 
with her students. They know that she 
truly cares about them. She is a supportive 
colleague, offering her time, resources, and 
experience to anyone in need.”
 Lynn does not limit her community 
commitment to NBCS. She is also 
involved with the New Boston Recreation 

Department, Boy Scouts, and Community 
Church of New Boston, as well as being the 
supportive mother of three. 

THE NEW 
POSTMASTER

Wawrzyniak named Best Bobcat
By Marie MacDonald

Beacon staff writer

LYNN WAWRZYNIAK 

learn, and a place for children—from tots to 
teens—to enjoy and truly experience the joy of 
books (special thanks to Children’s Librarian 
Barb Ballou). The Whipple Free Library has 
become an integral part of New Boston life 
and it was partially a result of Sarah’s vision 
and leadership. Her legacy and spirit will carry 
on inside the building and with all of those 
who use it.
 Sarah retired from her work as Supervisor 

of the Checklist this winter. She saw many 
changes in the process over the four decades 
she held the position, from handwriting the 
voters’ checklist to hand counting the paper 
ballots to the automation we have today. Those 
that worked with her admired her knowledge 
and detailed attention to the process. 
 Most dear to Sarah’s heart was her family. 
Her beloved husband, their three sons and their 
families including their six grandchildren. Her 
stories, her laugh, her smile, and dedication to 
the family and the town she so loved will 
live on in the community’s hearts. Sarah 
Chapman will be missed. 

CHAPMAN
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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fairgrounds festivities.
 “She told me she felt cheated last year 
with no parade,” says Bernard, laughing. 
 In the years before COVID, Fourth of 
July parades in New Boston were becoming 
increasingly boisterous, specifically in the 
form of water.
 “We’re going to try to tone that down a 
little bit; the whole water-gun phenomenon 
that has become the parade,” says Bernard. 
“Unfortunately, we’ve had people in the 
parade who will no longer participate 
because their antique cars or costumes  
were damaged.”
 That doesn’t mean water guns are off 
limits, parade organizers simply ask that 
viewers only squirt at people who squirt 
them first. Those in the parade are also 
being asked to exercise some caution when 
squirting, to avoid very young children and 
the elderly, or anyone who looks like they’re 
not into it. 
 As in the many years past, Woody 
Woodland of the Community Church  
of New Boston will be the announcer. 
Parade judges this year will include  
Brandon or Amanda Burris of Town 
and Country Animal Hospital, an honor 
bestowed upon them as the largest donor to 
the association.
 “We thought it would be a great way 
to show the town we appreciate them,” 
says Brandon Burris. “The Fourth of July 
celebration seems to mean a lot to the 

community, so we want to keep that event 
happening.” 
 The Burrises were also offered the 
opportunity to fire the third Molly Stark 
Cannon blast at the opening ceremonies 
of the 4H fairgrounds activities, but  
they generously passed that honor on to a 
young friend.
 “Mill Phillipe, who used to work with us, 
her son will be firing it,” says Brandon. “We 
thought he might enjoy it.” 
 Ryan Phillipe is 14 years old, his 
enthusiasm in receiving the honor might be 
half the fun of watching it. 
 A second judge’s spot is being offered 
to the newest New Boston resident. So, if 
you have moved into town recently, contact 
the association to see if you qualify to be a 
parade float judge. 
 At the conclusion of the parade, folks can 
head home for some air conditioning and 
lunch before heading to the 4H fairgrounds 
at 4pm. Opening ceremonies, including 
firing of the Molly Stark Cannon will 
commence at 5pm. There will be chicken 
barbeque, carnival food, field games, and 
more. The Brickyard Blues band will play 
music. 
 “Last year, when we didn’t start until 
4pm, so many more people sat and enjoyed 
the musicians, because they weren’t so 
exhausted from the heat,” says Bernard. 
 Volunteers are still needed for the parade 
and the 4H fairgrounds festivities, so please 
visit the website or contact Bernard at the 
New Boston Town Hall if you have an hour 
to spare. Volunteers are not asked to stay for 
the whole day, even just an hour of parking 
attendant duty is a huge help. 

JULY 4
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Cabaret, July 1, 2, and 3, Peterborough Players Theatre, 
Peterborough.
BJ Hickman Magic Shows, July 5, 6, 7, and 8, 7pm, 
Palace Theatre, Manchester.
Circle Mirror Transformation, July 7, 8, 9, 12, 13, 14, 
15, 16, and 17, Peterborough Players Theatre, Peterborough.
High School Musical 2, Jr., July 8 and 9, Palace Theatre, 
Manchester.
RENT School Edition, July 8 and 9, 7pm, Chubb Theatre, 
Capitol Center for the Arts, Concord, tickets $15.
Wizard of Oz, July 12, 13, 14, and 15, Palace Theatre, 
Manchester.
Dave Matthews Band, July 12 and 13, 7:30pm, Bank of 
NH Pavilion, Gilford.
The Emperor’s New Clothes, July 15, 16, 23, 27, 29, and 
30, Peterborough Players Theatre, Peterborough.
Beauty and the Beast Jr., July 15 and 16, 7pm, Chubb 
Theatre, Capitol Center for the Arts, Concord, tickets $15.
Rapunzel, July 19, 20, 21, and 22, Palace Theatre, 
Manchester.
ARRIVAL from SWEDEN: THE MUSIC OF ABBA, July 19 
and 20, 8pm, Tupelo Music Hall, Derry, tickets $35.
Serving Elizabeth, July 21, 22, 23, 24, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 
and 31, Peterborough Players Theatre, Peterborough.
Matilda Jr., July 22 and 23, 7pm, Chubb Theatre, Capitol 
Center for the Arts, Concord, tickets $15.
Peter Pan, July 26, 27, 28, and 29, Palace Theatre, 
Manchester.
Luke Bryan, July 27, 28, and 29, 7pm, Bank of NH Pavilion, 
Gilford.
Legally Blonde Jr., July 29 and 30, 7pm, Chubb Theatre, 
Capitol Center for the Arts, Concord, tickets $15.
Mary Poppins Jr., July 29 and 30, Palace Theatre, 
Manchester.

FRIDAY, JULY 1
7pm, Lynyrd Skynyrd, Bank of NH Pavilion, Gilford.

SATURDAY, JULY 2
6:30pm, Tedeschi Trucks Band, Bank of NH Pavilion, 
Gilford.

SUNDAY, JULY 3
7:30pm, Nathaniel Rateliff and the Night Sweats, Bank of 
NH Pavilion, Gilford.

TUESDAY, JULY 5
10am, IMPACT 2022: Sleeping Beauty, Bank of NH Stage, 
Concord, free.

THURSDAY, JULY 7
6:30pm, Train, Bank of NH Pavilion, Gilford.
8pm, Lamont Smooth and Matt Poirier, Bank of NH Stage, 
Concord, tickets $15.

FRIDAY, JULY 8
7pm, Barenaked Ladies, Bank of NH Pavilion, Gilford.
7:30pm, Comedy Night with Jimmy Cash and Friends, Rex 
Theatre, Manchester.
8pm, BEGINNINGS – Celebrating the music of CHICAGO, 
Tupelo Music Hall, Derry, tickets $35.

SATURDAY, JULY 9
8pm, Retro Rewind Dance Night, Bank of NH Stage, 
Concord, tickets $10 to $15.
8pm, Night of Comedy, Tupelo Music Hall, Derry, tickets 
$22.
8pm, Maren Morris, Bank of NH Pavilion, Gilford.

SUNDAY, JULY 10
7:30pm, Cheer Live, Bank of NH Pavilion, Gilford.

TUESDAY, JULY 12
10am, IMPACT 2022: Lost in Wonderland, Bank of NH 
Stage, Concord, free.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 13
2:30pm and 7:30pm, Twinderella, Riverbend Youth 
Company, The Amato Center, Milford.

FRIDAY, JULY 15
7pm, 33 1/3 Live’s Killer Queen Experience, Tupelo Music 
Hall, Derry, tickets $40 to $55.
7:30pm, Comedy Night with ImprovBoston, Rex Theatre, 
Manchester.

SATURDAY, JULY 16
12pm, Winnie the Pooh KIDS, Chubb Theatre, Capitol Center 
for the Arts, Concord, tickets $10.
8pm, Dueling Pianos, Tupelo Music Hall, Derry, tickets $20.

SUNDAY, JULY 17
7pm, Todd Rundgren, Tupelo Music Hall, Derry, tickets $60 
to $65.

TUESDAY, JULY 19
10am, IMPACT 2022: Neverland, Bank of NH Stage, 
Concord, free.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 20
2:30pm and 7:30pm, Stories Under the Big Top, 
Riverbend Youth Company, The Amato Center, Milford.

CONCERTS & THEATRE
Editor’s note: All information is up to date as The 
Beacon went to print. Please check websites or call 
organizations for the latest event information as 
changes occur daily. Francestown Community Market, Fridays, 4-6:30pm, July 1, 8, 

15, 22, and 29, Town Horse Sheds, Francestown.
Great American Ribfest and Food Truck Festival, July 15, 16, 
and 17, Anheuser-Busch Brewery, Merrimack.
Concord Farmers Market, Saturdays, 8:30am-12pm, July 2, 9, 16, 
23, and 30, Capitol Street, Concord.
Fourth of July Weekend Craft Fair, July 2 and 3, Gunstock 
Mountain Resort, Gilford.
Barry Conservation Camp: Mini-Camp, July 5, 6, 7, and 8, for 
kids 8 to 12, UNH Cooperative Extension, Berlin.
On the Green Arts and Crafts Festival, July 8, 9, and 10, 
Brewster Academy, Wolfeboro.

SUNDAY, JULY 3
4pm, Lonesome Train, Francestown Summer Concert, Old Meeting 
House, Francestown.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 6
6:30pm, In Her Boots with author K.J. Dell’Antonia, Gibson’s 
Bookstore, Concord.

SATURDAY, JULY 9
10:30am, Christmas in July, “Oh Christmas Tree,” Rag Quilt class, 
Night Owl Quilting Studio, Goffstown.
11am, Poet Hannah Webster discusses What Follows, Toadstool 
Bookshop, Peterborough.
12pm, Keep NH Brewing Festival, Douglas N. Everett Arena, Concord.
2pm, Author Katie Hafner discusses The Boys, Toadstool Bookshop, Peterborough.
3pm, Ang Stewart, Gunstock Mountain Resort, Gilford.
6pm, Downdog Flow Yoga and Pilates, Mountain Base Brewery, Goffstown.

SUNDAY, JULY 10
11am, Barre at the Vineyard class, LaBelle Winery, Amherst.
11am, ‘Walks in the Vineyard’ wine class: Mid-Summer, LaBelle 
Winery, Amherst.
4pm, Bow Junction, Francestown Summer Concert, Old Meeting 
House, Francestown.

MONDAY, JULY 11
5:30pm, Gibson’s Book Club reads The Mysteries by Marisa Silver, 
Gibson’s Book Store, Concord.

TUESDAY, JULY 12
4pm, Wetland Shrub Identification Walk, UNH Cooperative Extension, 
Willard Pond Wildlife Sanctuary, Antrim, registration required.
6pm, Binding Basics class, Night Owl Quilting Studio, Goffstown.
6:30pm, Count the Ways with author Joyce Maynard, Gibson’s 
Bookstore, Concord.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 13
4:30pm, The Boy who Loved Maps with author Kari Allen, Gibson’s 
Bookstore, Concord.

SUNDAY, JULY 17
3pm, Ambetter 301, NASCAR Cup Series Race, New Hampshire 
Motor Speedway, Loudon.
4pm, Gordon Peery and Jazimina MacNeil, Francestown Summer 
Concert, Old Meeting House, Francestown.

TUESDAY, JULY 19
6pm, Christmas in July, Wrapped Star Pillow class, Night Owl Quilting 
Studio, Goffstown.
6:30pm, The Wrong Kind of Woman with author Sarah McCraw 
Crow, Gibson’s Bookstore, Concord.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 20
6pm, Cardinals in Winter Trees, Applique Wall class, Night Owl 
Quilting Studio, Goffstown.

THURSDAY, JULY 21
6:30pm, A Night of Mystery with authors Paula Munier and Sarah 
Stewart Taylor, Gibson’s Bookstore, Concord.

SATURDAY, JULY 23
10am, Christmas in July Sale, Night Owl Quilting Studio, Goffstown.

SUNDAY, JULY 24
11am, Barre at the Vineyard class, LaBelle Winery, Amherst.
4pm, The Kingsnakes, Francestown Summer Concert, Old Meeting 
House, Francestown.

TUESDAY, JULY 26
6:30pm, No Parm No Foul with author Linda Reilly, Gibson’s 
Bookstore, Concord.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 27
7pm, Nightmare Fuel with author Nina Nesseth, via Zoom, Gibson’s 
Bookstore, Concord.

THURSDAY, JULY 28
7:30pm, Moondance: Van Morrison Tribute, LaBelle Winery, Amherst.

SATURDAY, JULY 30
8am, Jet Cars under the Stars, New England Dragway, Epping.
10am, Author Ken Sheldon discusses Deep Water, Toadstool 
Bookshop, Peterborough.
2pm, Author Ken Kalfus discusses 2 A.M. in Little America, Toadstool 
Bookshop, Peterborough.
3pm, John Irish, Gunstock Mountain Resort, Gilford.

SUNDAY, JULY 31
11am, Barre at the Vineyard class, LaBelle Winery, Amherst.
4pm, Rough and Tumble, Francestown Summer Concert, Old Meeting 
House, Francestown.

 

Seniors Bingo and Lunch, Thursdays, July 
7, 14, 21, and 28, 12pm at the New Boston 
Recreation Department.

SATURDAY, JULY 2
10am, New Boston Farmers Market, Granite 
State Graziers, musical guests Willie T and 
Doctor X, Town Common.

MONDAY, JULY 4
10am, Fourth of July Parade, Village Center.
4pm, Fourth of July Celebration, Hillsboro 
County Fairgrounds.

TUESDAY, JULY 5
6:30pm, Energy Commission meeting, Town 
Hall.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 6
Canobie Lake Teen Trip, sponsored by the 
Whipple Free Library and the New Boston 
Recreation Department.

THURSDAY, JULY 7
7pm, Conservation Commission meeting, 
Town Hall.

SATURDAY, JULY 9
10am, New Boston Farmers Market, The 
Farm at Sakari’s Place, musical guest Elijah 
Boisvert, Town Common.

MONDAY, JULY 11
2pm, Mini Maker Monday: Block Printing 
workshop, Hope Creative.
5:30pm, Forestry Committee meeting, Town 
Hall.
7pm, Fire Wards meeting, Fire Station.

TUESDAY, JULY 12
6pm, Dueling Pianos, New Boston Recreation 
Department Concert, Town Common.
6:45pm, Friends of the Whipple Free Library 
meeting, Whipple Free Library.
7:30pm, Open Studio, sketch and fiber arts 
night, Hope Creative.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 13
Senior Trip to Battleship Cove, Fall River, 
Mass., with the New Boston Recreation 
Department.

THURSDAY, JULY 14
7pm, Cog Railway: The Jitney Years with Tim 

Lewis, presented by the New Boston Historical 
Society, Community Church of New Boston.

SATURDAY, JULY 16
10am, New Boston Farmers Market, New 
Boston Food Pantry, musical guests Cameron 
and Mary, Town Common.
10am, Dragon Fly and Butterfly Walk, 
Piscataquog Land Conservancy, Betsey 
Dodge Conservation Area.

MONDAY, JULY 18
2pm, Mini Maker Monday: Sun Prints 
workshop, Hope Creative.
6pm, Select Board meeting, Town Hall.
7:30pm, Open Space Committee meeting, 
Town Hall.

TUESDAY, JULY 19
7pm, Zoning Board of Adjustment meeting, 
Town Hall.
7pm, Library Trustees meeting, Whipple Free 
Library.

SATURDAY, JULY 23
10am, New Boston Farmers Market, 
Childrens Market, Hillsborough County 
4-H, musical guests Sharon and Nick, Town 
Common.
10:30am, Tri-Town Candidate Forum, 445 
S Stark Hwy, Weare, NH (barn next to Dunkin 
Donuts on Rte. 114), lineup of numerous 
Federal, State, County, and Local 2022 
candidates speaking and taking questions. 
Sponsored by the Goffstown, New Boston, 
and Weare Republican Committees, open to 
public, BBQ lunch offered for a small fee. 
4pm, Cribbage for a Cause, double 
elimination tournament to support Second 
Chance Ranch and Rescue, Live Bee or Die 
Farm, $25 per player.

TUESDAY, JULY 26
6pm, Club Soda Band, New Boston 
Recreation Department Concert, Town 
Common.
6:30pm, Planning Board meeting, Town 
Hall.

SATURDAY, JULY 30
10am, New Boston Farmers Market, musical 
guests Danny Savage and The BFG, Town 
Common.

TOWN & SCHOOLS
Bob Pratte Acoustic Sessions, Sundays, 
July 3, 10, 17, 24, and 31, 3:30pm, Village 
Trestle, Goffstown.

FRIDAY, JULY 1
6pm, Rose Kula, Village Trestle, Goffstown.
7pm, Robert and Rich, Molly’s Tavern.
8:30pm, Pop Farmers, Pasta Loft, Milford.

SATURDAY, JULY 2
6pm, Old Gold Duo, Village Trestle, 
Goffstown.
7pm, Joe Birch, Molly’s Tavern.

SUNDAY, JULY 3
1pm, Jared Rocco, Molly’s Tavern.

THURSDAY, JULY 7
6pm, Ralph Allen, Village Trestle, Goffstown.
7pm, Rich and Bobby, Pasta Loft, Milford.

FRIDAY, JULY 8
6pm, Justin Cohn, Village Trestle, Goffstown.
7pm, Acoustic BS, Molly’s Tavern.
8:30pm, Way Up South, Pasta Loft, Milford.

SATURDAY, JULY 9
6pm, Justin Jordan, Village Trestle, Goffstown.
7pm, Matt Bergeron, Molly’s Tavern.
8:30pm, The Incidentals, Pasta Loft, Milford.

SUNDAY, JULY 10
3pm, Tom Rousseau, Pasta Loft, Milford.
1pm, Matt Bergeron, Molly’s Tavern.

THURSDAY, JULY 14
6pm, Tom Boisse, Village Trestle, Goffstown.
7pm, Heather and Eric, Pasta Loft, Milford.

FRIDAY, JULY 15
6pm, Eddie Sands, Village Trestle, Goffstown.
7pm, Jae Mannion, Molly’s Tavern.
8:30pm, Slakas, Pasta Loft, Milford.

SATURDAY, JULY 16
6pm, Chris Powers, Village Trestle, Goffstown.
7pm, Travis Rollo, Molly’s Tavern.

8:30pm, Brian James, Pasta Loft, Milford.

SUNDAY, JULY 17
3pm, Matt Bergeron, Pasta Loft, Milford.
1pm, Ramez Gurung, Molly’s Tavern.

THURSDAY, JULY 21
6pm, Jennifer Mitchell, Village Trestle, 
Goffstown.
7pm, Travis Rollo, Pasta Loft, Milford.

FRIDAY, JULY 22
6pm, Charlie Chronopoulos, Village Trestle, 
Goffstown.
7pm, Tom Rousseau, Molly’s Tavern.
8:30pm, Milk Crates, Pasta Loft, Milford.

SATURDAY, JULY 23
6pm, Acoustic Moxie, Village Trestle, 
Goffstown.
7pm, Clint LaPointe, Molly’s Tavern.

SUNDAY, JULY 24
3pm, Rich and Bobby, Pasta Loft, Milford.
1pm, Matt Bergeron, Molly’s Tavern.

THURSDAY, JULY 28
6pm, Randy Hawkes, Village Trestle, 
Goffstown.
7pm, Mike Ordway, Pasta Loft, Milford.

FRIDAY, JULY 29
6pm, Paul Lussier, Village Trestle, Goffstown.
7pm, Chris Perkins, Molly’s Tavern.
8:30pm, Bush League, Pasta Loft, Milford.

SATURDAY, JULY 30
6pm, Joe Birch, Village Trestle, Goffstown.
7pm, The Incidentals, Molly’s Tavern.
8:30pm, Bat Magoon, Pasta Loft, Milford.

SUNDAY, JULY 31
1pm, Joey Clark, Molly’s Tavern.
3pm, Chuck Alaimo, Pasta Loft, Milford.

OUT-OF-TOWN EVENTS LOCAL NIGHTLIFE

WHAT’S
HAPPENING

NEW 
BOSTON

JULY
7pm, The General, silent film with live music, Rex Theatre, 
Manchester.

FRIDAY, JULY 22
7:30pm, Comedy Night with Drew Dunn and Friends, Rex Theatre, 
Manchester.
8pm, John Cafferty and The Beaver Brown Band, Tupelo Music Hall, 
Derry, tickets $45.
8pm, Steve Miller Band, Bank of NH Pavilion, Gilford.

SATURDAY, JULY 23
7pm, OneRepublic, Bank of NH Pavilion, Gilford.
8pm, Rebel Collective, Bank of NH Stage, Concord, tickets $18.
8pm, David Cook, Tupelo Music Hall, Derry, tickets $35 to $45.

SUNDAY, JULY 24
7pm, Keith Urban, Bank of NH Pavilion, Gilford.

MONDAY, JULY 25
6pm, Halestorm / The Pretty Reckless, Bank of NH Pavilion, Gilford.

TUESDAY, JULY 26
10am, IMPACT 2022: Little Red Riding Hood, Bank of NH Stage, 
Concord, free.
8pm, Norah Jones, Bank of NH Pavilion, Gilford.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 27
2:30pm and 7:30pm, Miss Electricity, Riverbend Youth Company, 
The Amato Center, Milford.

THURSDAY, JULY 28
8pm, Albert Cummings, Tupelo Music Hall, Derry, tickets $30.

FRIDAY, JULY 29
8pm, Blue Oyster Cult, Tupelo Music Hall, Derry, tickets $70 to $72.

SATURDAY, JULY 30
6pm, The Rockzilla Tour, Bank of NH Pavilion, Gilford.
8pm, Peter Mulvey and Mark Erelli, Bank of NH Stage, Concord, 
tickets $25.
8pm, Night of Comedy, Tupelo Music Hall, Derry, tickets $22.
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NOTES FROM THE LIBRARY
 The Whipple Free Library will be 
closed on Monday, July 4 in celebration of 
Independence Day.
 Registration for the 2022 Summer Reading 
Adventures is ongoing. There are books to 
read, fun activities, awards, and prizes. Even 
if you are busy with other commitments 
this summer, there is always time to fit in 
reading. 
 Your child may visit the library when 
convenient, read any books he/she wants, 
take part in fun activities and receive raffle 
tickets for participating. Then, they can enter 
to win the prize of their choice. Last chance 
to claim any raffle tickets is July 30. Raffle 

winners for all 
age groups will be 
drawn and notified 
the week of August 
1. For a complete 
schedule of events 
and more information about the program, 
visit the library. Look for the “I Spy” in the 
display case. It is wonderful. 
 The number of summer reading registrants 
is more than halfway to the goal, but not 
there yet. If you want to see Mrs. Ballou with 
some fun color in her hair and you haven’t 
signed up yet, come in soon. Plus, you don’t 
want to miss the fun events that are planned.

ADULT EVENTS
Sign up for the adult summer reading program to earn raffle tickets for prizes drawn August 15. 

Tue., July 19, 6:30-8:30pm: Watercolor class with Katie Hawkes, contact the library to be put 
on the waiting list.

CHILDREN'S EVENTS
This is a sampling of events available during July. Visit the website to see a full list of events.
Wednesdays, 11am: Whimsical Wednesday, a drop-in event with activities for all ages.
Thursdays, 6-8pm: Teen night for grades 7+. Please bring your own drink, donations of 
individually wrapped snacks are gratefully accepted. 
Wed., July 6, Noon-8pm: Canobie Lake Park trip, grades 7+, $37 per, register by July 2.
Mon., July 11, 6:30pm: Songs in the Key of Sea with Steve Blunt and Marty Kelley, a 
family event on the town common.
Mon., July 25, 1pm: Bat Presentation
Mon., Aug. 1, 6:30pm: Squam Lake Science Center presents: Aquatic Critters, live animal 
show on the town common.

BOOK CLUBS
Adult book club, Wed., July 13, 7pm: The Salt Path, by Raynor Winn
Bon Appetit Book Club, Wed., July 20, 6pm: The Complete Fish Cookbook, by Dani 
Colombatto
Grades 1–3, Mon., July 18, 6:30pm: Shadow of the Shark, Magic Tree House book #53 by 
Megan Macdonald
Grades 3–5, Mon., July 25, 6:30pm: Home Sweet Motel by Chris Grabenstein
Grades 6–8, Thurs., July 21, 5pm: The Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly Barnhill
Grades 9+, Thurs., July 7, 5pm: The Night Circus by Erin Morgenstern

 The last few tenths of a mile on South Hill Road are like 
many here in New Boston: winding, lined with trees, and 
homes dotted here and there. But in a large red barn dating 
back to the 1860s is something truly unique, a small batch 
artisan cheese factory. 
 “I have a real passion for cheese, not just that I like to eat 
it,” said Peter Kress, Swallow Ridge Farm Cheese Company 
owner and head cheesemaker. “I like the whole aura of 
cheese and cheese making.” 
 Kress moved to the farm about eight years ago to  
be nearer to his daughter and her family, who live off 
McCurdy Road. 
 “I was looking for farms in western Massachusetts, and 
my daughter said, ‘Well, Dad, why don’t you live near 
one of us,’” said Kress, who has three children. “While we 
were talking, her husband went online and found this farm  
for sale. So, we went to go look at it. It was in pretty  
tough shape.” 
 The farmhouse, barns, and fields were in disrepair, and he 
set about bringing them back to life. For a time, he raised 
Black Angus beef cattle, but sold them off to turn back to 
cheese, an old passion. 
 Kress studied cheese making at the University of 
Wisconsin, and had a large cheese factory in Maine 
for 16 years called State of Maine Cheese Company, 
which he started with a friend. After closing the company 
around 2000, Kress moved to Massachusetts to be a school 
administrator.
 “When I had the cheese factory in Maine it was crazy,” 
said Kress. “We were running around like crazy, and I don’t 
want to do that again.” 
 That is why Kress is sticking with small batch artisan 
cheese in his retirement.  
 The 160-year-old barn has been partially converted into 

a state-of-the-art cheese factory, complete with a milk tank  
the size of a small car, a 30-year-old copper kettle for 
making Swiss, and three walk-in refrigerators for aging 
cheese. Everything is white or stainless steel, except for 
the copper kettle, and can be sanitized easily. The state 

department of health, who take samples for testing, inspects 
the site frequently. 
 Milk is sourced from Pomeroy Dairy Farm in Mont 
Vernon. Kress tows a holding tank with his truck at 7:30am 
to beat the commercial milk truck that takes the rest of it for 
processing. He brings home about 1,000 pounds of raw milk 
and immediately begins the cheese-making process. 
 First, Kress tests each batch of milk for antibiotics. Then 
the whole tank is heated from 37 degrees to 88 degrees. 
Bacterial cultures are added depending on the type of cheese 
being made, and vegetable rennet is added to coagulate the 
curds. Then, the liquid whey is separated from the curds, 
which are cooked to 102 degrees, salted, placed into forms, 
and squeezed in a pneumatic press overnight. 
 The resulting 110-pound block of cheese is vacuum-
sealed and aged for at least 60 days before being put on sale 
at the New Boston Farmers Market, which is the only place 
Swallow Ridge Farm cheese is sold.
 It’s clear Kress loves the cheese-making process and all 
his products, but his white whale is Swiss. 
 “Swiss is the hardest cheese to make and I’ve had the 
most trouble with it,” he said. “I’ve had this copper kettle for 
over 30 years, and I want to use it again. I’m working on it.” 
 Kress said that in Switzerland, any cheese called Swiss 
has to be made in a copper kettle like his, originally 
designed to make a single 250-pound wheel of cheese. 
 Kress said he has the capability to increase production, 
but he’s happy with his current process. 
 “I’m retired. I love my life. I love to make cheese once 
a week, maybe more,” he said. “I could make up to 500 
pounds a day, but I’m not there yet. I am very pleased to be 
back at it.”

Swallow Ridge Farm Cheese Company began sales in 
June, and for now, exclusively sells products at the New 
Boston Farmers Market on Saturday mornings. Products 
available include cheddar, Swiss, Raclette, Gouda, herbed 
cheeses, Tuscan, and Brie.  You can learn more online at 
swallowridgefarm.com.

 July is here and the season of barbeques is 
in full swing. July brings more local produce, 
aalong with all the other great offerings from 
the vendors. Want to make a sophisticated 
charcuterie board? You can with local cheese, 
bread, honey, and fruits, paired with local 
wine. If fancy eating isn’t your thing, the 
market has you covered as well.
 The New Boston Farmers Market 
community guests and musicians for this 
month are as follows:
 July 2. Granite State Graziers is a 
non-profit working to create a knowledge-
sharing environment of new and experienced 
homesteaders and farmers to educate on the 
benefits of grass-based agriculture. Come 
learn and ask questions. Willie T & Doctor 
X, an acoustic rock/folk/blues duo, will 
entertain with their authentic 1970s roots-
rock feel.
 July 9. The Farm at Sakari’s Place is 
raising awareness for the humane care, 
rescue, and education of wolfdogs. Come 
meet Ryker and Kona, their two ambassador 
wolfdogs. New Boston’s own Elijah Boisvert 
will be getting everyone in the groove with 
current hits and original songs on his piano. 
He brings extra instruments, so get up and 

jam along with him.
 July 16. The staff behind the New Boston 
2023 phone directory is gearing up for the 
new publication. Did you know of this great 
project? Stop by to add/update resident 
information or purchase an ad in the book. 
The lovely country/folk duo of Cameron 
& Mary will delight market listeners with 
original material and classic covers.
 July 23. The Children’s Market returns. 
The sign-up sheet is available at the market 
every week; cost for a table is $2. Items 
for this year already include tie-dye shirts, 
lemonade, baked goods, eggs, herbs and 
vegetables, crafts, and flowers. This is a 
must-see event; the talent of the young 
entrepreneurs is amazing. The Hillsborough 
County 4-H will be the Community Guest. 
Learn about all the many clubs and after-
school programs that include agriscience, 
STEM, healthy living, citizenship, and more. 
Sharon & Nick will entertain with their tight 
harmonies and melodic wanderings on a 
variety of stringed instruments while playing 
folk, country, and Americana songs.
 July 30. Watch the Facebook page for 
the Community Guest information. Fan-
favorite from last season, Danny Savage & 
the BFG return to rock the market once again. 
They play a unique blend of original tunes, 
Appalachian Mountain music, folk tunes, 
Americana, funk, rock & roll, and bluegrass.

By Allison Vermette 
New Boston Farmers Market

FARMERS MARKET WATCH

Swallow Ridge Farm, New Boston’s artisan cheese maker

Photo by Jen O’Brien
Peter Kress of Swallow Ridge Farm Cheese Company on 
South Hill Road said, “I’m retired. I love my life. I love to 
make cheese once a week, maybe more. I could make up to 500 
pounds a day, but I’m not there yet.”

By Jen O'Brien
Beacon staff writer
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 Just five miles outside of 
Manchester lies Tower Hill Pond, 
a pristine 250-acre pond encircled 
by forests owned by Manchester 
Water Works and managed to 
protect drinking water supplies for 
more than 180,000 people each 
day. As I arrived early one spring 
morning, the pond sparkled as a 
light breeze sent ripples skimming 
across the surface. Tower Hill 
Pond would have looked quite 
different 150 years ago, its surface 

covered by floating logs waiting to be sawn into lumber at 
the nearby sawmill.  
 Tower Hill Pond is a “working” pond—always has been, 
and always will be. As I understand it, Maple Falls Brook 
was dammed sometime in the late 1700s to create a log 
pond for the adjacent sawmill. That sawmill operated under 
several ownerships until eventually shutting down in the 
early 1900s. The land was abandoned, and eventually taken 
for back taxes before being added to Manchester Water 
Works’ holdings in 1947. Today, the pond serves as a water 
supply reservoir, storing and then releasing drinking water 
reserves into Lake Massabesic when needed. It also serves 
as the sparkling centerpiece of a popular recreation area 
used by thousands each year for hiking, biking, fishing, and 
snowmobiling. 
 Most visitors here follow the aptly named Tower Hill 
Pond Loop Trail, a four-mile series of fire roads skirting 
along the shoreline. Occasional spur trails lead off into the 

forest, combining for something close to six miles of total 
trail, with sections of several state designated snowmobile 
trails also crossing the property. The pond is stocked 
with trout, and there are enough perch to keep even the 
youngest anglers interested. There’s plenty of easy access 
to the shoreline for fishing, although canoes and kayaks 
are welcome if you don’t mind a sizeable portage. Visitors, 
both two and four-legged, are prohibited from swimming or 
wading. 
 On the northern edge of the pond, near the inlet, see if 
you can find Maple Falls Brook and check out its sweet 
little waterfall flowing over stepped ledges. From the main 
trail, two paths lead to the mill, one on each side of the 
brook. Take two lefts along “Lennie's Path” to reach the 

mill site, or pick up the trail on the far side (west) of the 
bridge and take two right turns. The mill is a short distance 
beyond the second intersection. A careful observer should be  
able to make out the remaining mill foundation and other 
rock works. 
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Candia’s Tower Hill Pond, a sparkling centerpiece
EXPLORING

GO OUT & PLAYBy Paula Bellemore
Beacon staff writer

Just five miles west of Manchester, Tower Hill Pond in Candia 
provides an idyllic setting for hiking, biking, fishing, and 
snowmobiling.
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Our primary care providers operate independently of 
any particular hospital or insurance company, ensuring 
high-quality, accessible primary care for each patient. 
That’s the freedom to be better.

With DMC Primary Care, you have access to:

NOW IN GOFFSTOWN!
DISCOVER HEALTHCARE 
THAT’S AS UNIQUE AS YOU.

  In-office and virtual visits
  Same-day and evening appointments
  Call-ahead urgent care visits for the cost of an  

office co-pay 
  On-site lab work
  Online self-scheduling

Always welcoming new patients!

DMCPrimaryCare.com
603-537-1300

Scan to  
self-schedule 

REC. DEPARTMENT NOTES

 Here’s a roundup of the New Boston 
Recreation Department’s events and 
programs. For more information, visit 
NewBostonNH.gov/Recreation.
 Youth Tennis Lessons.  Thursdays, July 
21 to August 18. Quick Start Beginner 
(ages 4-8) is 8:30-9am; Intermediates (age 
8-12) is 9:30-10:30am or 10:30-11:30am. 
Instructor is Julie Kirklin.  
 Challenger Sport Soccer Camp. Ages 
3-12. Held on the town hall field the week 
of July 25 to 29.
 Let Go Your Mind Lego Camp. Ages 
6-9. Held at the white buildings the week of 
August 15 to 19. 
 Canobie Lake Teen Trip. Wednesday, 
July 6 for boys and girls entering grade 7 
up to age 18. Cost is $37, which covers your 
admission ticket and transportation. Sign 
up at the library or through the recreation 
website. 
 Adult Softball. Age 18+. Wednesdays, 
6-7:30pm starting July 6. There is no fee, 
but please register online. Town hall field. 
 Summer Yoga. Held at the Whipple Free 
Library from 6-7pm on Tuesdays, July 26 to 
August 30 (no class on August 9).  
 New Boston Foot Care Clinics. The 
foot clinics are conducted by Granite VNA 
and will be on the second Wednesday of 
each month, starting August 10, at the  
New Boston Community Church. Hours 
are 9am to 3pm.  A suggested donation of  
$10 is requested. Make an appointment at 

603-224-4093, ext. 85815.
 Senior Lunch and Bingo. Lunch on 
Thursdays at noon with Bingo until 3pm. At 
the recreation office.
 Senior Trips. Battleship Cove, Fall River, 
Mass., on Wednesday, July 13. Lowell 
National Historical Park, with possible boat 
tour on Tuesday, August 16. For more 
information, please go to the seniors page 
on the website or call.
 Mountain Bike Clinic. The clinic is full 
and has a waiting list.
 Gymnastics Director, Assistant 
Needed. Job openings to run a program 
next school year. Ideal candidates will have 
a background in competitive gymnastics 
and/or previous coaching experience. 
 After School Program Staff Needed. 
For the 2022-2023 school year. Applicants 
must be at least 16 years of age and be 
CPR/First Aid certified by the start of 
employment on August 31. Cost of your 
CPR/First Aid fee will be reimbursed if you 
stay on for the entire school year. Pay rate 
is $10 to $11 per hour based on experience. 
 Summer Concert Series on the 
Gazebo. Bring your blanket or chair and 
enjoy a Tuesday summer evening on the 
town common. The concerts are free, kid-
friendly, and fun.

July 12 – Dueling Pianos
July 26 – Club Soda Band

August 9 – North River Music
August 23 – The Bel-Airs

IF YOU GO
Directions. Google Tower Hill Pond Trail, Candia.  
When you arrive, park at the first area you see if you 
don’t mind a longer walk.  For more immediate access 
to the pond, and less of a climb, continue along the dirt 
access road to the second parking area. 

Trail Maps. manchesternh.gov/Portals/2 Departments- 
/water_works/watershed/Area3_LakeMassabesic- 
WatershedTrailMap.pdf?ver=2021-10-26-143147-190

Good to Know. Expect a wide, fairly level and well-
groomed trail suitable for most, and navigable by a 
jogging or other “rough terrain” stroller. A short walk 
from the parking area leads to the start of the loop trail, 
which circles the pond. 

Important Note. This is a drinking water supply. Please 
be respectful and keep dogs on leash so that they don’t 
decide to go for a swim. The property is monitored by 
MWW staff, most of whom have heard the “my dog 
is just sweaty” explanation enough times to see right 
through it. 

What’s Cool. An early summer visit when water 
supplies are high, followed by a late summer or mid-
drought visit really illustrates the importance of this 
pond in meeting the region’s drinking water needs. 
When brilliant foliage is reflected off deep blue water in 
the fall, the setting is nothing short of iconic.  

 Restoring common sense    

     in government and laws  

     that affect our citizens

 Supporting and  

     strengthening public  

     education 

 Protecting privacy in  

     healthcare decisions for all

 Seeking property tax relief  

     by increasing state level  

     funding for education

 Ending the Radical Right  

     agenda that’s destroying  

     our NH way of life

ELECT CITIZENS 
FOR CHANGE

CANDIDATES FOR THE NH 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

BRIAN PAQUETTE
Brian4hills42@yahoo.com

DICK BACKUS
Dick4hills42@gmail.com

KAREN ROACH
Karen4hills42@gmail.com

PAID FOR BY THE NEW BOSTON DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE, PO BOX 14, NEW BOSTON, NH 03070
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Rose Meadow Garden 
 Rose Meadow Acres
  Rose Meadow Farm

We are three assisted living programs in New Boston, NH that 
provide care to residents with brain injuries, spinal cord injuries 

and neurological disorders in a home like environment. Our 
commitment to service is achieved with the involvement of well 
trained staff. An environment that promotes, serves, and enables 
each resident to enjoy the same values we want for ourselves; the 

highest level of independence, friendship, growth, and productivity.

Covid Vaccination NOT required.

WE ARE HIRING!
7a-3p/3p-11p/11p-7a

Life Skills Facilitator (DSP) $16-$17/hr 
Licensed Nurse Assistant (LNA) $16-$18/hr 
Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN) $28-$30/hr
** 3-11pm Critical Pay offered. $5 added to 

base pay rate per hour

*Free Meals
*Referral program
*401K
* Paid Training

*Paid Breaks
*Flexible Schedule
*Medical/Dental insurance
*PTO for FT & PT staff

Rose Meadow Benefits:

Contact us:
603-487-3590 ask for Tom Shelton 
www.rosemeadowgroup.com 
Facebook: @rosemeadowgroup
Instagram: rosemeadowgroup

  

 
 
 

 

THANK YOU NEW BOSTON
To the editor:
 On May 28, we lost our home to a 
devastating fire. The New Boston community 
has been amazing in helping us recover. We 
lost all of our belongings, but fortunately, we 
are all safe.
 The evening of the fire, so many people 
brought us toys, clothing, and gift cards. 
It was overwhelming. The New Boston 
Fire Department and New Boston Police 
Department were amazing, risking themselves 
to save our rabbit. That brought comfort to 
our children. All the fundraisers and Reverend 
Woodland at the Community Church of New 
Boston have given so much. The New Boston 
Central School staff and students' families 
made sure our children replaced the books and 
toys they lost.
 There are just so many people to thank. We 
hope you all know how much we appreciate 
your kindness during our devastating loss. We 
are hoping to rebuild and stay in such a great 
community. Thank you.

—JEREMY, REBEKAH, HUNTER, & 
SYDNEY LAVIGNE

NBSSA TO CONTINUE ECOSMITH 
COLLECTION
To the editor:
 The New Boston Support Staff Association 
(NBSSA) would like to thank everyone who 
has contributed, and continues to contribute, 
to the Ecosmith collection bin located in the 
New Boston Central School (NBCS) gym 
parking lot. This was the fifth year that the 
NBSSA was able to raise $1,000 by teaming 
up with Ecosmith. 
 As has been tradition, the NBSSA granted 
a $1,000 scholarship to former NBCS 
student Grace Murphy at the Goffstown High 
School Scholarship Night on June  2.  Grace 

will be attending Salve Regina University in 
Newport, RI where she will major in Physical 
Therapy.  
 The New Boston School Board has 
extended its approval for the NBSSA to host 
this drop-off site. So, as you are cleaning 
closets or refreshing your decor, please bag up 
what you no longer need and drop it off in the 
Ecosmith bin behind the school gym. 
 Anything considered a “textile” is accepted, 
like all clothing and linens. In addition, 
stuffed animals, area rugs (even room sized), 
tote bags/backpacks, and throw pillows are 
great donations. Shoes, boots, and purses are 
always welcome, but if you can hold them 
until October/November, we earn 10 times as 
much for them during our annual shoe drive.  

 —JILLIAN SMITH

MORE ON KETANJI BROWN JACKSON 
To the editor: 
 I agree with Brandi Castellano’s Letter to 
the Editor that Leslie Nixon’s article on Judge 
Jackson contained useful “comments.” But I 
am saddened that the letter further accused 
Ms. Nixon of slandering one party. There was 
no slander. Ms. Nixon listed the qualifications 
of Judge Jackson, which would make her 
eminently qualified for the Supreme Court 
and then asked what made her different and 
ineligible in the view of many Republican 
senators.
 Ms. Nixon indeed says Jackson is black and 
a woman. But we know that Republicans have 
voted for black and female Supreme Court 
judges in the past. Ms. Nixon goes on, starting 
with, “However,” what makes her distinctive 

has to do with her employment as a public 
defender. Two paragraphs are spent outlining 
this issue and noting that Thurgood Marshall 
was also opposed because he too had been a 
public defender. 
 I regret that some Republicans think that 
being a public defender and defending less 
than savory individuals—because that is their 
legal right—would count against her, or Judge 
Marshall. I agree with Brandi Castellano 
that we need “to do better in our judgment 
and behavior,” including careful reading of a 
well-written and thoughtful article on Judge 
Jackson. 

—ELLEN TOWNES-ANDERSON

FACEBOOK CARTOON
To the editor:
 Regarding the horrific school shooting 
in Texas, it is no surprise that some of our 
elected “leaders” would seize this national 
tragedy to once again spew their vitriolic, 
divisive, and outlandish rhetoric towards the 
Republican right, whom they seem to think 
are responsible. Such is the case in point 
of New Boston Select Board Chair Donna 
Mombourquette. Her downright offensive 
and outlandish Facebook cartoon depicting 
peace-loving Democrats who embrace CRT, 
transgender studies, and other far-left garbage 
being taught in our schools is shown against a 
frame depicting the dead body of a schoolchild 
and how Republicans don’t consider gun 
violence a threat. 
 This post should be enough to outrage any 
decent person, regardless of political affiliation. 
Officials such as Ms. Mombourquette, all but 

guarantee that there could never be a working 
productive relationship between the political 
parties. The focus on the criminal element 
gets ignored, and is shifted to the attack on 
law enforcement, compounded by their open 
borders and leniency. 
 No, Ms. Mombourquette, what I consider 
the real threat are individuals with the arrogant 
mindset such as yours, who fail to address the 
real problem of enforcing law and order.

—JOHN MELITO

FACEBOOK CARTOON II
To the editor:
 We are writing to express our disgust over 
a recent social-media post by New Boston 
Select Board Chair Donna Mombourquette. 
This cartoon post politicized the killing of 
children and insinuated that Republicans are 
endorsing these heinous acts. As a private 
citizen, she may have the legal right to post 
her personal opinion, but as a public servant, 
one would expect better and more professional 
behavior from Ms. Mombourquette. 
 To top it off, because Madame Chair 
Mombourquette has established new rules 
limiting the public comment portion of the 
select board meetings, she has refused to 
hear our concerns regarding this matter. The 
concerns of the citizens of New Boston have 
been silenced. This New Boston Select Board 
has caused a division in our community, the 
likes of which we have never experienced. 
 The recent shootings are terrible, and 
somehow, as a society, we must dig deep 
to the root of the problem as to why these 
people are resorting to this kind of violence. 
Ms. Mombourquette’s posting is certainly not 
bringing the community together to grieve. 
Her behavior is only causing further division. 

—MITCH & JACKIE LAROCHELLE

LETTERS
Write to The New Boston Beacon at P.O. Box 162, New Boston, NH 03070 or send  

via email to NewBostonBeacon@gmail.com. Letters are due by the 10th of each month  
and should not exceed 200 words. Letters are subject to editing for publication.

 It might seem counterintuitive that hunters are our 
nation’s foremost wildlife conservationists. Despite the 
destructive nature of taking individual animals, hunters are 
passionate students of the ethology of species, and eager 
participants in a system designed to preserve habitats and 
promote animal welfare at the population level. 
 Clay Newcomb of the “Bear Grease” podcast said it 
well: “If you’re a wild beast, it’s a good thing when North 
American hunters covet your meat, feathers, and fur. 
Because these hunters will spend life, limb, and money 
to preserve your habitat.” Clay recognizes hunters as the 
primary benefactors in the tremendously successful North 
American model of wildlife conservation.
 It wasn’t always this way. When settlers came to America 
hunting was done for sustenance, and wildlife resources 
were considered infinitely renewable. As local economies 
developed, some entrepreneurial hunters took to market 
hunting to exploit these resources for financial gain. This 
famously led to the near extinction of the bison and many 
species of waterfowl. In the mid-1800s, our government 
took notice. 
 In 1842, the Supreme Court ruled that the U.S. government 
had a responsibility to hold wildlife in the public trust. This 
contrasted the European model, which restricted hunting to 
an upper class. In 1900, the Lacey Act prevented the trade 
of illegally harvested wildlife, effectively ending market 
hunting as a legitimate business. 
 In 1916, the Migratory Bird Treaty Act pioneered 
international cooperation to preserve waterfowl species 
whose ranges span countries and continents. In 1934, the 
Migratory Bird Hunting Stamp or “duck stamp” was born to 

fund waterfowl conservation, and it now raises $40 million 
each year for the cause. 
 In 1937, the Pittman-Robertson act placed a federal tax 
of 11% on all firearms, ammunition, and archery equipment 
to fund wildlife habitat initiatives. Hunters and shooters 
pay $750 million each year toward conservation via this tax 
alone. 
 These laws and others combine to create a unique system 
where hunters are the stewards of wildlife. This is the North 
American model of wildlife conservation, and it is based on 

seven principles, or the “Seven Sisters.” 
 The first is that all wildlife is held in the public trust, 
meaning it is owned by everyone. Hunters take possession 
of individual animals via legal harvest. The second principle 
is to devalue the market for wildlife by restricting its 
sale or trade. The third states that wildlife allocation is 
by democratic rule of law, making restrictions legally 
enforceable. The fourth prohibits the frivolous use of game, 
only legitimizing harvest for food, fur, or personal defense. 
The fifth acknowledges that wildlife is an international 
resource. The sixth ensures equal access opportunity for 
all, regardless of social status or land ownership. And the 
seventh states that scientists, not politicians, determine 
seasons and bag limits based on data and for the benefit of 
the species.
 There is a theme of active human participation in the 
model, and a focus on proper use of natural resources 
to ensure their longevity. This is what distinguishes 
conservation from preservation, which prohibits human use 
or interaction. While preservation is sometimes appropriate, 
conservation is required to achieve the scope and scale of the 
success we have enjoyed in North America. 
 Under this system, since 1900, the whitetail deer 
population has grown from 500,000 to 32 million, 100,000 
turkeys have become 7 million, Rocky Mountain elk went 
from 41,000 to 1 million, and ducks went from the brink of 
extinction to 46 million strong. 
 These are just some examples of the success of the 
model, and population size isn’t the only metric. The health 
of these species is reflected by trophy scoring systems 
used by conservation clubs. The term “trophy” can sound 
bad, and it would be if an animal were taken only for its 
trophy value. But the trophy is only part of the experience, 
and hunters gladly comply with laws against wanton 

The North American model of wildlife conservation
By Scott Gaillard
Beacon staff writer

OUTDOORS

This photo of a pile of bison skulls from the late 1800s 
shows the scale of market hunting that almost caused the 
extinction of several species.

NEW BOSTON HUNTER

See HUNTER, Page 20
See LETTERS, Page 22
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 No surprise, dogs pull. What is 
a surprise to many are the reasons 
for it. Over the years, I have heard 
every theory under the sun for why 
dogs pull ranging from, “They're 
trying to control me,” to “My dog 
doesn't care to be near me.”
 Here are three main reasons 
dog pull on leash. One, dogs 
move away from pressure on 
their collars and harnesses. Two, 
dogs gait are faster than ours so 
they naturally outpace us. Three, 

human expectation. Now, before I describe this last one in 
more detail, put the paper down, and go watch your dog as 
they explore outside. What does a dog look like if they have 
complete freedom? Are they walking in a straight line, at a 
monotonous pace for miles and miles? Probably not, but that 
is what people expect their four-legged canine to do while 
restrained on a leash.
 The great news is that we can absolutely enjoy our 
walks with our dogs and this goes for the dogs too. It is 
a partnership between two animals with sometimes very 
different agendas. The main goals are to reinforce the 
behavior you love seeing and, when appropriate, give your 
dog permission to use their nose. 
 There are as many techniques as there is equipment 
for teaching a dog to walk nicely on a leash. Our favorite 
equipment: a six to 10-foot leash, a treat pouch, or big 
pockets to hold rewards, a flat buckle collar, and Freedom 

Harness. Note: Any equipment that you use to drag your 
dog in the direction you want to go, can cause damage 
both physically and mentally. Also, if you haven't noticed 
already, fanny packs are back in fashion so the treat pouch 
is quite stylish. 
 The following technique for building loose-leash walking 
skills is one of many we teach. This method of loose-leash 
walking was created by the dog trainer Denise Fenzi. The 
concept is simple, when your dog tightens the leash, circle. 
The following are some tips to guide the way:

Introduction to the Circle Method
 Handler Requirements. Safely hold the leash in the 
hand opposite your dog with flexibility to use your other 
hand to help guide the dog.

• Keep your feet moving (don't pivot in one spot). Your 
hips and feet point in the direction you want to circle in.

• As you complete your circle, your return is closer to 
the area your dog was intending to go in the first place, 
so technically it's more like a spiral.

• For example, your dog pulls towards a shrub, leash 
tightened → circle → finish circle closer to the shrub for 
a scent reward for a slack leash.

• To visualize a tight vs. slack leash, think of a ribbon 
in the wind, pulled tight doesn't move, when it is slack it 
ripples in the wind.
 Put into Practice. Begin in a location where your dog 
has many opportunities to use their nose. Examples: Your 
backyard with visual temptations such as food bowls 
each with a few pieces of kibble, a quiet dirt road, wide 

hiking trail, or the periphery of a field.
• Step forward in the direction your dog's nose is pointing.
• Tight leash → circle
• Slack leash → keep moving in the direction your dog 

wanted to go (with safety in mind).
• Keep your dog on the outside of the circle.
• If your dog favors one direction, circle in the opposite.
• When your dog has earned their goal, i.e. the shrub for 

the slack leash, let them use their nose before you continue 
onwards.
 In Summary.

• Circle closer to the areas you want to reward your dog 
with.

• Circle farther away for areas you need your dog to move 
away from such as triggers, chipmunks, novelty dogs.

Ashley Clark is the owner of You and Your Dog Training 
& Services located here in New Boston. You can visit her 
company website at youandyourdogtraining.com.
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ANIMALS

YOU & YOUR DOG One of the foundations of our 
American democracy and legal 
system is the rule of law, that 
our government’s actions are 
based on laws passed by elected 
representatives of the people, 
which must comply with our 
Federal and State Constitutions, 
not on the whims or desires 
of individuals or groups. It is, 
“The political philosophy that all 
citizens and institutions within a 
country, state, or community are 

accountable to the same laws.” 
 This system cannot survive without an independent 
judiciary to enforce those laws, judges who cannot be 
influenced by bribes or political pressure, and base their 
decisions solely on the laws as written. 
 At a recent New Hampshire Bar Association conference, 
I learned about courageous people and organizations that 
are working to advance these principles, and how they are 
under attack in Afghanistan under Taliban rule. Through 
Zoom, we were able to hear from and speak directly to 
two extraordinary women, Justice Mona Lynch, of the 
Supreme Court of Nova Scotia, who is on the Board of the 
International Association of Women Judges (IAWJ), and 
Tayeba Parsa, an Afghan judge, who is currently living in 
Poland after being evacuated from Afghanistan with the 
assistance of the IAWJ. 
 After the United States and its allies, working with the 
Afghan government, ousted the Taliban 20 years ago, its 
efforts to build a democracy included educating women, 
many who became lawyers and judges. This had not been 

allowed under the Taliban, who believe women judges are 
forbidden by the rules of Islam. 
 Judge Parsa, who holds law degrees from Kabul 
International University and Azad University in Kabul, has 
written and spoken of her desire to protect people’s rights, 
and implement the rule of law and justice. With the help of 
groups such as the International Bar Association’s Institute 
of Human Rights and the IAWJ, many Afghan women were 
encouraged to become lawyers and judges. 
 During the 20 years before the Taliban retook control, 
the number of women judges almost tripled, 40 percent 
of girls were in secondary school, and 27 percent of the 
Parliament was women. Many of the women judges sat on 
courts which were established with funding from the United 
States and the United Kingdom, to enforce laws against 
narcotic trafficking, terrorism, corruption, and violence 
against women. 
 Not only did these judges face the usual problems 
experienced by women trying to achieve success in what 
has been a male-dominated profession, as Judge Parsa has 
described, “not being taken seriously, of being humiliated” 
and passed over for jobs for which she was better qualified 
than male candidates, they faced the real risk of death. 
 Judge Parsa noted, “For the Taliban, simply being a 
government judge is enough reason to be killed without a 
trial. Two male judges were murdered by the Taliban. But 
for women judges, the danger is much greater.” 
 A group of attackers took over an entire courthouse and 
massacred every employee in a suicide attack in front of the 
Supreme Court in Kabul, and in January two women judges 
were killed. 
 As Justice Susan Glazebrook, of the Supreme Court of 
New Zealand, has written, “These women have, for years, 

been risking their lives because they believe in the rule of 
law. They believe in gender equality, and they value human 
rights.” 
 When the Taliban took control, they re-imposed rules 
forbidding girls and women to go to school, to work, or 
to participate in the cultural and economic lives of their 
communities. Even worse, they emptied the prisons of 
criminals and terrorists who are now free to seek revenge on 
the judges, who put them there. 
 After Kabul fell, Judge Parsa and other women judges 
were warned to go into hiding because the Taliban and 
these criminals would seek them out and try to kill them. 
The IAWJ then began an effort to evacuate them to safe 
countries. 
 Judge Parsa described the enormous difficulties she and 
other women judges faced in obtaining visas, finding flights, 
and traveling to the airport through “dangerous crushes of 
desperate people in searing heat, past checkpoints where 
tear gas was deployed, rifles fired in the air, and beatings 
administered."
 She was able to travel to Poland, and other judges have 
been able to reach Romania, Spain, the United States, and 
the United Kingdom. Baroness Helena Kennedy, member of 
the U.K. House of Lords, and director of the International 
Bar Association Human Rights Institute wrote that because 
her organization encouraged these judges to protect the rule 
of law, they believed they owed them a duty to ensure their 
safe evacuation. 
 Because these women do not qualify for United States 
visas available to Afghans who have worked for the 
military or the U.S. government, they had to call on non-
governmental organizations and people to find countries 
that would accept them, and to raise funds to purchase 
flights and protection. To date, they have been able to 
evacuate more than 500 people (women judges and their 
families). One country which agreed to accept them, was 
Greece, because of the intercession of its President, Katerina 
Sakellaropoulou.

 If you are interested in supporting these 
types of efforts, I recommend a more 
local group. The International Institute 
of New England is devoted to resettling 
and supporting refugees, and has recently 
focused its efforts on Ukrainian and Afghan 
refugees. Recently the New Hampshire 
Association of Justice, an association of 
trial lawyers, held a fundraiser for them, 
and learned of their need for funding and 
also housing. 
 Ultimately, the survival of the rule of 
law in our country and around the world 
depends, not just on lawyers and judges, but 
also on citizens willing to volunteer time 
and money. Support is needed for those who 
are escaping areas where the rule of law 
does not exist and people are at the mercy 
of cruel and corrupt rulers such as Vladimir 
Putin and the Taliban.

NEW BOSTON LEGALBy Leslie Nixon
The Nixon Law Firm, PLLC

Women risking their lives for the rule of law 
Solving the mystery of why dogs pull on leash

HUNTER
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waste, which require full use of the animal. 
Trophy animals are the older males with 
less reproductive value to the population. 
Trophy records kept by these clubs often 
show upward trends, which are indicative of 
thriving populations whose older males can 
afford to spend calories growing coveted 
appendages or simply gaining size. 
 Humans and animals will forever share 
overlapping habitat. It is satisfying to 
participate in a mutually beneficial model 
for managing that intersection. Hunting in 
this system is expensive, but the increasingly 
excellent and enduring opportunities to 
experience wildlife should make us all 
proud and eager to bring more participants 
into the fold. Hunters and non-hunters alike 
can buy licenses and stamps, enroll in 
habitat programs, be stewards of the flora 
and fauna, and enjoy the impressive results.
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 Hugelkultur, a German form of composting is a practical 
way to build a raised bed. Basically, the word Hugelkultur 
means mound culture. A German botanist coined the 
term back in the 1970s, but the process has been used for 
centuries. In a sense, you are mimicking Mother Nature’s 
woodlands, where years of leaf litter and rotting logs have 
enriched the soil.
 Finding a sunny location is the top priority, especially 
when it comes to growing vegetables. If the area is grassy, 
just cover it with cardboard. You will be using a layering 
method, starting with larger rotted logs and branches. This 
woody debris is then covered with compost, grass clippings, 
dead leaves, anything that 
will decompose with time. 
Continue to add layers 
until you have your desired 
height. They can be as tall as 
five or six feet. 
 What you end up with 
is a dense pile of organic 
material that will continue to 
break down for many years. 
This is permaculture at its 
best. Slow decomposition 
causes the heat that veggies 
love, so that you can actually 
extend your growing season. 
This thriving ecosystem has 
many fungal rich nutrients 
that will continue to feed 
your plants for many years.
 The no-till way of 
gardening keeps all the 
internal organisms intact so 

that biologic activity is teeming, increasing productivity. 
Once established, the mound tends to hold moisture, so 
there should not be much need to water. Because of the 
mound shape, there is a great deal of surface for planting 
veggies. The ones needing moister soils should be planted 
along the sides, whereas those that can handle dryer soil 
like chard, broccoli, corn, and beans can go towards the top.
 The life of your Hugelkultur bed could be eight to 10 
years, even up to 20 years if the base logs were hardwood. 
Fall or late summer is a perfect time to build a bed and allow 
it to settle through the winter. That way, come spring you 
will be ready to get it planted up.
 Here on our property, we are building a series of beds on 
a slope facing south. These were designed to be swales that 
will catch heavy rainfall on slopes, so that water goes into 
the ground instead of running off.

THE WOMAN CALLED “REE”
To the editor:
 The woman called “Ree” has other 
names/titles including wife, mother, sister, 
aunt, grandmother, childcare provider, 
assistant editor, and “my best friend.”
 She is a woman whose spirit has 
never really grown up, or old. Her love 
of the simple things in the world such as 
family, holidays, her garden, her dog, and 
her husband are fine examples of that. 
She is as excited Christmas morning at  
29+ as she was at seven. Her willingness 
to sacrifice for her family is apparent 
every day, still.  

 One of these ongoing sacrifices was 
tolerating her husband’s commitment to 
the New Boston Fire Department. She 
experienced so many disappointments 
related to this commitment including 
planned trips, kids’ birthdays, and 
holidays as a family. But she always 
persevered, smiling, most times, and 
carrying on with the mission whatever it 
may have been. 
 She didn’t get her name in the paper 
after a big scene, or ride in the parades. 
She always stood tall, held fast in  
the background. That was her 
commitment to her family, her town (New 
Boston), and me. 
 People have said some nice things 
about me lately, as I retired. Now it  
is my turn to bring Ree to the forefront, 

and thank her for 
what she has done f 
or the town in 
supporting me these  
past years. That is 
why when I was  
asked to be the 
Marshal of the Fourth  
of July parade, I 
insisted Ree ride  
with me. 
 She is the foundation 
of my life and my career 
with the NBFD. She is 
the reason I have been 
able to go so far in the 
positions I have held, 
and that is why she is my 
hero. Thank you Ree, I 
love you. 

—CHIEF DAN

Hugelkultur, the ultimate raised bed
By Maddy Perron
Master Gardener

LETTERS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

Hugelkultur creates a thriving ecosystem with many fungal 
rich nutrients that will continue to feed your plants for 
many years.

IN THE GARDEN

Retired New Boston Fire Chief Dan MacDonald calls 
Marie, his wife of more than 50 years, his hero.
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 It’s officially summer, and it final-
ly feels a bit normal. With two full 
months of school vacation left, there’s 
plenty of time to seek new activities. 
In between summer camps, family 
vacations, work schedules, DIY proj-
ects, and lazy days at home, there are 
several fun, healthy, and engaging 
opportunities right here in town to 
fill the gap. 
 Also, if your family is new to town, 
any of these could be a wonderful 

way to make friends for the upcoming school year. Here are 
some ideas to consider, each with varying interests and age 
groups in mind.
 Hope Creative. Allison McGrail of Hope Creative at Alli-
son Hope Photography, 81 Mont Vernon Road is offering 
creative craft afternoons, studio art nights, and workshops for 
children and adults. 
 “Hope Creative’s mission is to foster creativity and com-
munity by providing opportunities to inspire through learning 
and interaction,” says Allison, who is working to bring chil-
dren, teens, and adults together for new and unique opportu-
nities.
 Hope Creative is introducing Mini Maker Mondays in July 
for children ages eight to 12. July’s two-hour sessions include 
block printing and sun prints. In August, a kids’ floral work-
shop is being led by New Boston mom and business owner of 
The Bee Collective, Maya Glover. 
 For teens and adults, Hope Creative is offering open studio 
sketch and fiber art nights, both non-instructional gathering 
times where attendees bring their own materials and fiber 
projects (a still life is provided for sketch nights), enjoy an 
evening of practicing skills, socializing, and fun summer bev-
erages. In addition, adults and teens can learn how to make 

a Japanese apron with New Boston mom and talented artist/
sewer Kim Mullen on July 9. In August, Barbara McGrail 
will be leading a Junk Journaling workshop. 
 Visit allisonhopephotography.com/hope-creative or follow 
Hope Creative on Facebook for more details.
 Greentwist Acres Farm and Learning Center. Karina 
Allayne of Greentwist Acres is offering summer farm and 
life-science camps in July through mid-August for ages three 
to 18 at her Francestown Road farm. Karina is a farmer, 
educator with a New Hampshire Teaching Certificate, and 
has more than 25 years of experience working with children 
of all ages.
 “Greentwist Acres is dedicated to connecting people to 
nature, healthy lifestyle choices, and sustainable living,” says 
Karina. “We are happy to offer summer camp as a way to fur-
ther our mission. Each week will highlight a certain animal, 
plant, or related subject to study in depth.”  
 At Greentwist Acres, a family run working farm, campers 
will learn about poultry (duck, chicken, goose, turkey) and 
other farm animals, gardening, wildlife, and hands-on farm 
care. Plus, there are short hikes, and free time for relaxing, 

observing, and creating. Camps are flexible with options for 
weeklong, once a week, or single-day attendance. 
 Email Karina at karinaallayne@yahoo.com, follow Gre-
entwist Acres on Facebook, or stop by the farm at 253 Fran-
cestown Road for more details.
 Summer Reading Program, Oceans of Possibilities. 
It’s not too late to register for the summer reading program 
at the Whipple Free Library. This year, the program returns 
with a full schedule. Several activities are offered for all ages, 
including adults, throughout July. Participants have the flex-
ibility to keep track of their reading through reading logs or 
Bingo sheets. 
 “Summer has always been such a busy time at the library 
with kids of all ages signing up for reading and attending pro-
grams. Over the past two years, however, we’ve been missing 
so many and really hope to see more kids this summer,” says 
Children’s Librarian Barbara Ballou. “Reading over the sum-
mer is the best way to be ready for school in the fall.” 
 Children of all ages, including teens and adults, can sign 
up for activities that suit their interest, including craft and 
movie afternoons, a teen trip to Canobie Lake Park, book 
clubs, teen game nights, ocean-themed enrichment programs, 
and fun prizes. 
 For more information, visit the library or follow its Face-
book page.
 Summer Concerts on the Common. Concerts make a 
full return this summer to the village gazebo. Sponsored by 
the New Boston Recreation Department, concerts make for a 
true small-town, good-for-the-soul experience. After a long 
day, make it a family evening of relaxation, hanging with 
friends and neighbors while the musicians take stage in our 
picturesque village.
 “After cancelling the concert series in 2020, and a limited 
schedule in 2021, we felt it was time to get back to our nor-
mal offerings,” says Recreation Director Mike Sindoni. “As 
always, the concerts are free and family friendly.” 
 Bring chairs or a blanket and enjoy hot dogs and burgers 
on the grill as well as snacks and beverages for sale provided 
by the New Boston Rail Trail Committee. 
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Spending a summer evening on the village green enjoying 
a recreation department-sponsored concert, is a uniquely 
New Boston experience. Be sure to try it once this season.


